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Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: If any man willeth to do his 
will, he shall know of the teaching, whether it is of God, or 
whether I speak from myself.—John 7 : 17. 

x. October 6.—Jesus Walking on the Sea 

2. October 13.—Clean and Unclean 
3. October 20.—Mission to the 
Gemalleg, sos se oe see Mark 7 : 24-30; Matt. 8 : 5-13 
4. October 27.—Wanderings in Decapolis . . . Mark 7: 31 to 8 : to 
5. November 3.—The Sign and the Leaven .... . Mark 8 : 11-26 
6. November 10.—World’s Temperance Sunday ..... . Hoséa 7 
7. November 17.—The Great Question ..... Mark 8: 27 tog: 


Mark 6 : 45-56 
Mark 7 : 1-23 


8. November 24.—The Transfiguration. ....... Mark 9g : 2-43 
9. December 1.—The Lunatic Boy ...... Mark,@ : 14-29 
zo. December 8.—The Child in the Midst ...... Matt. 18 : r-14 
x1. December 15.—Forgiveness ... 16+ + sees Matt. 18 : 15-35 
12. December 22.—Christmas Lesson ..........- Isa. 9: 1-7 

Or, For and Against Him... ....-22668% Luke 9 : 49-62 


33. December 29.—Review. 


Lord, I Believe 
By W. E. Killough 


ORD, I believe 
That sin and sorrow may not kill 
The weakest soul that strives to do thy will 
And that thy strength will my weakness fulfil ; 
But doubt creeps in, sees former sin, 
Grows bold and will not leave ; 
Help thou mine unbelief. 


Lord, I believe 
That thou art strong where men are weak, 
Hast words thine own disciples could not speak, 
And so can give whatever help I seek ; 
But doubt. says: “ Nay, ’twas God, not they, 
Who failed: his words deceive.” 
Help thou mine unbelief. 


Lord, I believe 
That mountains will remove and suns 
Stand still all. day to help thy chosen ones, 
Thy herald gather freshness as he runs. 
Says doubt, “ If true, yet only few 

Do miracles relieve.” 
Help thou mine unbelief. 


Lord, I believe 
That I, though weak, by that One may be led 
Whose might in me shall bruise the serpent’s head 
And fight for me till other foes be dead, 
Then fling old doubt triumphant out, 

And in my heart not leave 
One tinge of unbelief. 


The Hope of Our Hopelessness 

When we are doing well we are no less sinners 
than whéh we are doing badly. It is hard for us, to 
accept this truth ; we cling tenaciously to the idea 
that we can lessen our sinfulness and gain real merit 
for ourselves by our own actions. Ojfly when we 
abandon that mistake and admit once for: allsour 
hopeless condition of utter sinfulness cah Christ bégin 


to do in us and with us what he would. At a down- 
town niission church in Philadelphia, that of the 
Northern Liberties, a man of great attainments and 
ability who had been wrecked through drink was re- 
cently brought to the desire for a new life. It was 
not easy for him to enter in by the way of the Cross, 
but he finally did so. The Northern Liberties Her- 
ald, in reporting his rescue, says : ‘*‘ He was told that, 
according to the Word of God, a reformed man is still 
a lost man: a sober sinner will meet his doom as 
surely as a drunken sinner, It is taught at this place 
that a man is not a sinner because he is a drunkard, 
but is a drunkard because he is a sinner.’’ So with 
all of us : it is not because we fail that we are sinners ; 
it is because. we are sinners that we fail. And when 
we have been saved-and redeemed, we are still re- 
deemed sinners, and Christ is our only good. It is 
not even then we who. do well, but Christ in us. It 
is our part to be crucified and remain dead ; it is his 
part to live our life. The sooner and the more com- 
pletely we recognize this, and live in absolute depend- 
ence upon Christ as the only hope of our sin-saturated 
and worthless natures, the more gloriously can Christ 
reveal himself in us, redeemed sinners, as the power 
and righteousness and victory of God. 


Pat 
The Greater Riches of Old Age 


At the end ‘of a normal life lie the very best years 
of that life: Old age has better treasures than all the 
best of our youth and our’ 'sb-called « prime.”’ Dr. 
Gulick writes in ‘‘The Efficient Life’: ‘* Growth in 
power to see and to appreciate and to do should in- 
crease every year right into old age itself. You re- 
member how the old scholar speaks in Browning's 
‘ By the Fireside’ : 

*¢* My own, confirm me, if we tread 
This pathway back, is it not in pride, 
To think how little we dreamed it led 
To an age so blest that by its side 
Youth seems the waste indeed ?’ ”’ 


The ever-increasing riches of life in Christ are our 
guarantee of an old age that grows better and better. 
Then ‘‘the increase of God"’ is steadily ours. Then 
our path ‘‘shineth more and more.'’ How eagerly 


< 


we may look forward in Christ to the ripening fulness 
of our communion and fellowship with him as the 
body’s hold grows weaker and weaker. All the best 
that we have had in Christ is still ours, with still 
better things in him ready for his ‘revealing to us day 
by day. Then it is that God’s own word, ‘‘ Even to 
old age I am he, and even to hoar hairs will I carry 
you,’’ takes on a richness of meaning that younger 
years cannot know. 
x 


On the Starting Line 

It is never too late, in this world, to start a new 
and glorious life in Christ Jesus. And this is just as 
true for the man who has knuwn Christ and deserted 
Christ a thousand times as it is for the man who turns 
to Christ for the first time. A Christian worker's life 
had been filled with privilege, but he had yielded to 
sin repeatedly, until one day he failed so utterly that 
he said to a close friend that there was nothing ahead 
for him now. ‘No more than there is for any man,'’ 
was the answer, ‘‘who is just on the starting line.’’ 
We can get on to the starting line whenever we will. 
A thief who had been sentenced to death and who 
was paying his penalty in full stepped across this 
starting line of a new and finally victorious life in 
Christ, as he and Christ talked it over together that 
day on Calvary, Jerry McAuley, after turning to 
Christ and then failing him, and then repeating this 
over and over again, finally stepped across the start- 
ing line for the last time, and thenceforth Christ led 
him in triumph. If our defeat yesterday or to-day) 


‘was so crushing ‘that it looks final, let us: remember 


that there is still as much hope ahead for us as there 
is in Christ Jesus, our undefeatable, omnipotent 


Saviour. 
> at : 
How to Get More Light 


We cannot have more if we will not use what we 
have. ‘*‘ Failure to follow the light as fast as we are 
sure it is the light, blocks fu?ther light.'" Have we 
moved out vigorously into the pathway that was re- 
cently lighted up for us? If we have not, should we 
wonder that we have been in some cloudiness and 
uncertainty ? 


< 


Can We Imitate God? 


T FIRST thought the idea of imitating God seems 
preposterous. Imitation of any one seems to us 
discreditable. When we see in any man traits 

of character or methods of action or manners or ways 
which are not natural but have been imitated from 
some one else, we are either amused or displeased. 
This is, however, a hasty and undiscriminating preju- 
dice. Imitation is unworthy only when we imitate 
what is not in our class, When a servant imitates 
her mistress, when aman who works honestly for his 
living imitates a man of indolence, when we put on 
an air that is false to us, the imitation is unreal and 
discreditable. Many qualities may be beyond us, 
To imitate them is merely to. make’ ourselves ridicu- 
lous. But are not.these just the forms of imitation of 
which we are guilty if we imitate God? Is he not 
a being entirély beyond us? What-is there in ‘com- 
mon’ between ‘us‘and God which warrants our attempt 
to reproduce him? ‘I imitate’ God !'’ men say. 
‘* Take. your ‘preposterous blasphemy away. I have 
hard work being’ a:decent man; What am I that I 
should set out to resemble God?"’ 

Those even may take this view who do not shrink 
from the thought of imitating Christ. Thomas a 
Kempis may be acceptable and helpful to them. 
*«But,"’ :they say, that is different. Jesus was a 
man like us. ‘To be sure, he was unlike any other 


man that ever lived, but his perfections were human 
perfections, or they were divine perfections in human 
nature. Whatever he was and did we admit as an 
ideal for all humanity, and our one aim in life is to 
follow him faithfully and to imitate his character. 
We accept John’s declaration, ‘He that saith he 
abideth in him ought himself also to walk even as he 
walked.’ But imitating God is an entirely different 
matter. Jesus was a man, flesh of our flesh, tempted 
as we are, hungering and thirsting even as we hunger 
and thirst. We believe that he was God, too, but 
God in the flesh, God offered tor human imitation, 
not God. the infinite and omnipotent one. If Paul 
had said, ‘Be ye imitators of Christ,’ which is what 
he does say elsewhere, we could have accepted it, but 
when he says, ‘ Be ye imitators of God,’ he exacts an 
impossible standard and summons us to an impossi- 
ble undertaking.”’ 

And yet this is just what Paul did say, ‘‘ Be ye imi- 
tators of God"’; and if the idea at first thought seems 
preposterous, on second thought it is seen to be 
obvious and necessary. 

For what is man's main business in life, his chiet 
end, as the Westminster Catechism calls it, but ‘to 
glorify God and to enjoy him forever'’? And what 
does it mean to glorify God? The glory of God is 
his character. To glorify him is to praise his char- 
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acter, no doubt. But what is real praise? It is not 
mere verbal commendation, It is moral imitation. 
We truly praise that which we seek to copy and repro- 
duce. We do not glorify God, accordingly, by ritual 
or architecture or by great theology which recounts 
his attributes. We can elaborate ritual and build 
cathedrals and speculate on the divine attributes 
without once glorifying God. He glorifies him who 
makes a holy and godlike home for him in his heart, 
and so lives before men that they think they have 
seen God. ‘A saint,’’ says Dr. David Cairns, ‘is 
a man who makes it easier for the rest of us to believe 
in God,"’ 

And what is sin but failure to imitate God? ‘Sin 
is any want of conformity unto or any transgression 
of the law of God.’’ And the law of God is the way 
of God,—the law of God embodied in his character. 
God's law is the way God himself atts. His law of 
truth or purity is simply the description of his own 
method of action. Sin on our part is any deviation 
from this. It is any failure to imitate and resemble 
God, 

But although obedience to law is imitation of God, 
it is not by any such legal challenge that Paul calls 
us to be like God, It is on the ground of our sonship, 
‘* Be ye imitators of God as dear children.’’ That is 
a thought that takes away all the irreverence and ab- 
surdity of the conception of imitating God. If we are 
God's dear children, with his nature in us, made in 
his likeness, nothing can be more natural and right 
than that we should be like our father. When a boy 
imitates a good father, he is not seeking to do some- 
thing artificial and unreal. He is seeking his own 
nature. It is as sons that we are to seek to resemble 
God. 

And this is for all Christians the most practical and 
helpful of all prescriptions and commands. They do 
not need to go hither and thither seeking out teachers 
and wisdom among. men. The word is nigh us, 
nearer even than our hearts. God is nearer than our 
thought of him. And we are simply to be like him. 
We do not need codes of reform, lists of virtues which 
are to be practised, ethical systems to be thought 
through and fitted on. All that we ‘need is just to 
imitate God as dear children, . 

The devout Mohammedan names over to himself 
as one of his spiritual exercises the ninety-nine beauti-' 
ful names of God—The Merciful, The Compassionate, 
The King, The Holy, The Peace, The Faithful, The 
Protector, The Mighty, The Repairer, The Great, The 
Maker, The Fashioner, The Forgiver, The Dominant, 
The Bestower, The Provider, etc. There are earnest 
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Moslems to whom this repetition of the names of God 
found in the Koran is a real help, drawing the soul 
toward the glory that God is, But to imitate God is 
an alien idea to Mohammedanism, God is separate, 
inapproachable. They can exalt God and worship 
him, but it is not by imitating him as his dear chil- 
dren. ya 

Therefore only Christ opens up a way of such access 
to God as makes us reverently familiar with God, as 
children with their father. And Christ has done 
more than this. He has carried us far past mere 
repetitious names for God, and has shown him to us 
in his own being as truth and love and life. 

But Jesus Christ did more than reveal the Father 
to us. And it was needful that more should ‘be done. 
For the seeing of the Father's love and life in the 
Son of man would only make more hopeless for us’ 
the imitating of that wonderful revelation. It is Jesus 
that makes us see clearly that ‘‘in me, that is, in my 
flesh, dweileth no good thing.’ ‘There is nothing 
in ‘‘me"’ worth preserving or working on. Then 
comes the provision that man could not have 
of: He who knows the Father, who is the express 
image of the Father, He it is who will enter into me, 
will supplant ‘‘me,’’ so that ‘‘it is no longer I that 
live, but Christ.’"". Now I can imitate God ! 

Have we to-day in anything resembled God? Has 
any one who did not see God in this dark world, and 
who looked for a sign of him, been able to see in us 
any trait of his character, imitated and reproduced ? 
Wherein do we need to resemble him? Our own 
hearts will tell us. And when they have told us, 
we may joyfully recall Paul's summons, which is 
a reassurance that out of all our unlikeness we 
may come to the very likeness and beauty of “God, 
in Christ. 


‘** Out of my bondage, sorrow, and night, 

Jesus, I come, Jesus, I come, 

Into thy freedom, gladness, and light, 
Jésus, I come to thee. 

Out of my sickness into thy health, 

Out of my want and into thy wealth, 

Out of my sin and inte thyself, 
Jesus, I come to tliee, 


Out of my shameful failure and Joss, 
Jesus, I come, Jesus, I come, 
Into the Posies gain of thy cross, 


Jesus, I come to' thee. ’ 


Out of earth’s sorrows into thy balm, 

Out of life’s storms and’ into thy'calm, 

Out of distress to jubilant psalm, 
Jesus, I come to thee.’* 





Can We Really Partake of Christ’s Body ? 


When our Lord Jesus Christ offered himself to the 
world, he did so with no reservations. And he offers 
himself to us in far greater literalness than most of us 
have realized. A Bible class in Indiana raises a 
question about this that is of tremendous significance. 
The leader of the class writes : 

Jesus, after feeding the five thousand (John 6 : :-15), gave 
quite a discourse on ‘‘ the bread of life."” In John 6 : 53 he 
says: ‘‘I say unto you. Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of 
man and drink kis blood, ve have not life in yourselves."’ 
How can we eat his flesh and drink his blvod ? is the question 
of my Bible class. 

We can partake of Christ's body—eat his flesh and 
drink his blood—by receiving him literally into our- 
selves and entering literally into him. Jesus Christ 
never gives eternal life to any one as something apart 
from Himself. He zs Life ; not has Life, but is Life. 
‘IT am the life,’’ he said. There is no eternal Life 
in the created universe except as it exists in Christ. 


_All such Life is literally limited to Himself, his own 


Person, his own Body,—not the natural, physical 
body .in which he lived when on earth as a man, but 
his eternal, spiritual body. Therefore the only way 
in which we can have Life in ourselves is to have 
Christ in ourselves: to take him literally into our- 
selves, and let him take us, body, soul, and spirit, 
into himself, so that Christ and we are one, joined in 
eternal, organic union. 

The natural man balks and stumbles at this. 
‘¢ How can these things be ?’’ we ask. But the par- 
taking of Christ as our only way of Life is the mes- 
sage of the New Testament. Over and over again we 
find this truth stated and urged and reiterated. ‘I 
am the living bread which came down out of heaven : 
if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever." 








‘He that eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood 
abideth in me, and 1 in him.’’ ‘* Abide in me, and 
I in you."’ ‘‘I am the vine, ye are the branches,’’— 
Christ and ourselves one living organism, of the life 
of which he is the whole source, and we wholly 
dependent upon him. ‘And the witness is this, that 
God gave unto us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son. He that hath the Son hath the life ; he that 
hath not the Son of God hath not the life."’ 

The receiving of Christ and the entering into Christ 
which are so plainly taught as the secret and glory of 
Christian discipleship do indeed constitute a mystery 
which is utterly beyond our present understanding, 
But this mystery can be laid hold of by faith, as it 
has been in countless lives from John’s and Paul’s 
day to our own. ‘The eternal body of Christ is the 
abiding place of every disciple of Christ ; and every 
disciple of Christ is the abiding place of Christ, being 
a part of His own very body. ‘‘ Now ye are the body 
of Christ, and severally members thereof.’’ He has 
constituted himself our very selves, even including 
this present body of ours ; for, ‘‘ Know ye not that 
your bodies are members of .Christ?’? How even 
our physical bodies, together with our whole being, 
can be joined in literal union with the eternal Christ 
we cannot understand ; but he plainly would have us 
accept this by faith. For therein, among other things, 
seems to lie the secret of the miracle-changes that 
are wrought supernaturally in the bodies of those who 
yield themselves up wholly to him, as they find that 
they have lost the very bodily desires for sin that 
used to be their curse. Their bodies are members of 
Christ, and he is in complete control. 

When the full glory of this stupendous. truth breaks 
in upon one, it is an emancipation day indeed. 
Then he begins to see an undreamed of ,meaning in 


_ celebration of Christmas? 
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the truth, ‘‘To me to live is Christ.’ Then he 
rejoices in his own death that makes possible this 
complete merging of himself into Christ and Christ 
into him, as he cries with Paul's own joy and triumph, 
**] have been crucified with Christ, and it is no 
longer I that live, but Christ liveth in me.’’ The 
whole burden of his life is now Christ's indeed ; for 
Christ is his Life. Christ is no longer a mere omni- 


potent Helper and Companion and external Saviour. - 


Christ and he are one; Christ will now do his work, 
live his life, for him ; Christ is all and in all. It is 
worth being crucified and dying with Christ to make 
this exchange, —Christ replacing our self with himself. 
It is worth dying daily, living in death, our life hid 
with Christ in God, that so we may not resist him who 
is our Life and thus sin against him, but may abide 
wholly in him who cannot sin, This is what Christ 
offers us when he asks us to eat his flesh and drink 
his blood. He invites us into eternal union with 


himself. 
x 


Keeping Santa Claus Harmless 

What attitude shall Christian parents and teach- 
ers take toward Santa Claus? Must he be banished 
wholly from our life, or is there still a place for him? 
A reader in the state of Washington puts this ques- 
tion in vigorous fashion : 

Has old Santa Claus any place or —_ in a true Christian's 

nowing that old Santa has many 
admirers, both out of and in the Sunday-school, I still firmly 
believe he is an abomination and a curse to the Christian 
cause. I have been in the Sunday-school work in rural dis- 
tricts for the last twelve years, and have at present charge of 
five such schools. Christmas festivities are great events out 
here in the westérn forests, and no effort is spared to make 
them a success. Because I have. always barred all Santa's 
rhymes and jingles, as well as the old spook himself, I have 
often-lost out with the public schools, whose programs always 
consist of at least four-fifths Santa rhymes and songs, Have 
had much opposition among the parents of my own pupils on 
account of being an out and out enemy of Santa's. ~ 

I am familiar with the common defense that Santa is a 
harmless and good-natured old fairy. As a fairy old Santa 
would be O. K. at any other time except Christmas. I have 
found many children who do not distinguish between Santa and 
Christ, yet three never will be four: And I have known older 
boys to discredit Christ's birth together with their earlier faith 
in Santa. I haye seen little children scayed .almest into 
hysterics by that old grinny's resent. Shall we give chil- 
dren chet or Christmas joy ? ‘Shall it be Santamas or Christ- 
mas 

Christmas ought never, in Christian homes’ or 
schools or churches, to degenerate into a Santamas. 
But it does seem possible to allow the presence of the 
mythical old Santa Claus in our midst at Christmas 
time without impairing the real meaning and blessed- 
ness of Christmas as the birthday of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Santa Claus as a type of good 
fellowship and cheer and generosity seems to be here 
to stay, for fhe present at least. It is questionable 
whether there would not be more loss than gain in 
attempting to drive him absolutely out of our Christ- 
mas festivities. But there are two cautions that we 
may well heed. 

First, no child should ever be induced or allowed 
to think of Santa Claus as other than a ‘‘ make be- 
lieve’’ person. To teach children that he is actually 
real is to take part in direct falsehood and to prepare 
for the loss of their confidence in us later. Children 
can enjoy a ‘*make believe’’ character just as much 
as a realone. They easily catch the spirit of such 
play, and do not even need to be told outright that 
Santa Claus zs only imaginary. Neither should they 
ever be told the lie that he is real. 

And second, the imaginary Santa.Claus should not 
be allowed to overshadow the real Jesus. In church 
and school entertainments, and in the home, it is 
easily possible, if we prayerfully seek this, to let the 
dominant atmosphere and impression of Christmas be 
that of the Birthday of the King. On and before 
Christmas Day in the home this can be safeguarded 
by the conversation of the parents with each other 
and with the children, and by a family gathering for 
Bible reading and prayer and hymns on the Birthday 
itself. So in all public exercises, the place of the 
Christ Child may and ought to be predominant. The 
emphasis of such an exercise as that which is de- 
scribed in the account of ‘‘ White Gifts for the King,"’ 
on page 729 in this issue, can be made memorable 
and beautiful. Itis, perhaps, to be questioned whether 
boys ever turn away from Christ because Santa Claus 
was allowed to have a properly subordinate place in 
a school and home really dominated by thé presence 
of the risen Lord. The joy of the Christmas; season 
because .of. what came into the world and /into our 
lives when Christ came,—that above all else is what 
the younger ones should see in us as the great me- 
morial day draws near. 
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LESSON FOR DEC. I (Mark 9: 14-29) 





UR Lord Jesus didn’t come to Palestine. That 

was only the gateway in. He came to a 

world (John 16:28, and many parallel pas- 

sages). He didn’t come to the Jews simply. He 

came through them. They were only the door. It 
was the world he was after. 

That door had been especially built that through it 
he might get into his world. Then it nearly failed 
(John 1:11). But for his wondrous patience and 
wisdom it would have failed to serve its chief pur- 
pose of being a door, It slammed shut. It was 
barred by heavy logs, placed up and down and cross- 
wise. It was all overgrown with thorn-bushes and 
vines. It was guarded by soldiers armed with spear 
and knotted thongs. But he went through the door. 
He reached his world. 

While down here he was constantly talking about 
a world, This was wholly contrary tothe spirit of the 
nation of which he was humanly a party, and in the 
midst of which he grew up. They thought the Jews 
were God's favorites, the rest were ‘‘dogs."’ Even 
the apestles and disciples were not different men- 
tally, notwithstanding their utter devotion to him, 
and his last command to them. It took extraordinary 
measures to get them out of their Jewish exclusive- 
ness, out to the world ; with Peter a thrice-repeated 
startling vision (Acts 10: 9-17, 28; 11 : 1-10) ; with 
the whole church a persecution before they actually 
went ‘‘everywhere'’ as he had planned (Acts 8 : 1-4, 
26-28, 40). 

Jesus came for a world. He died for a world. He 
entrusted his disciples with the task of telling a 
world of his passion and death. The main purpose 
of the Church's existence is precisely the same as that 
of the Israel nation, to be a messenger of his truth 
and himself to the whole world. And what is true of 
the Church is true of each member. of it. # 

Now our Lord Jesus asks each of usto ve for aworld 
(Matt. 28 : 18-20 ; Luke 24 : 48; Acts 1:8), Weareto 
follow him. Weare to beas he was. He worked ina 
carpenter shop for most of his years, and did good work. 
He was a good carpenter, but he was thinking about a 
world. That was more than a carpenter shop; it 
was a center out from which he could reach for and 
touch a world. That carpenter shop was a part of 
the world plan ; so may mine be. 

The Holy Spirit has peculiar transforming power. 
He made that Nazareth carpenter slop @ center of 
influence that actually touched and molded the world. 
He can do the same sort of thing with any kitchen or 
office or mill. To the unopened eye it is merely a 
home with commonplace round ; it is only a shop 
with tiresome routine, narrow walls, and narrowing 
influence. .To the Jesus-opened eye (2 Cor. 4: 18). 
and the burning heart it is a sacred spot where the 
obedient Nazareth life can be lived, and where the 
whole world can be reached and influenced. 


The Life We Live 

Our Lord Jesus has given to each of us a five- 
fingered hand with which we can reach out from any 
center and take hold of a world and help change it 
for him, Five fingers in that spirit-hand, four fingers 


“proper, and a thumb, And the daily round is the 


gymnasium in which that hand can be made large 
and supple and far-reaching in its grasp. 

Look a moment at these fingers. There's the “fe, 
lived day by day amid commonplace circumstances, 
lived for Jesus, even as he lived in humble cottage 
home and carpenter shop. This is the index finger ; 
it gives direction to all the rest. The life is the basis 
of all. The rest narrows in power to the limits of the 
daily life, ov is broadened and deepened by it. The 
life is the measure of all else. Nothing human 
equals the power of a simple, unselfish, purposeful life. 

This lies at the root of all praying and service. The 
life decides how much the prayer shall mean. His 
grace will help us live that life as it should be lived ; 
only so can it be lived, That life may be lived 
within as narrow a space as the Nazareth shop, and 
in as commonplace a spot as the Nazareth village, 
but its influence can go out to a world, even as he 
has done. The home or shop becomes a world cen- 
ter by the life being lived there. This is the first and 
greatest thing given us to use in helping our Master 
in his world. 
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The Five Fingers of the Spirit-Hand 


By S. D. Gordon 





When Mr. Gordon told the ‘‘ Finnish Gold Story,”’ 
which The Sunday School Times was privileged to 
print in the issues of September 14 and 21, he earn- 
estly urged that no Christian should find in the 
narrative a reason for asking God to do for him 
what had been done for the woman in Finland. 
But greater in its outreach than the Finnish gold 
miracle is the message of the book which included 
that remarkable experience, and this greater thing 
you may ask God for. It is an equipment for 
reaching out to a world. Are you experiencing 
the wonder and the glory of using this equipment ? 
This ‘‘ Quiet Talk’’ will be followed in next week's 
issue by “A hegery Parry These messages, to- 
ther with the ‘‘ Finnish Gold Story,’ are included 
n a little prayer manual by Mr. Gordon, called “ The 
uiet Time,” published by F. H. Revell Co., at 25 
cents. The book, with its world map and daily prayer 


leaves, is peculiarly designed to help toward the 
practise of prevailing prayer. 





There's a second thing—/she voice. This reveals 
the inner life by what it says, but chiefly by how it is 
said. The voice unconsciously takes on the charac- 
ter of the inner dominant spirit. This is the third 
finger, the. heart-finger. Old folk-lore connects it with 
the heart ; so it has become the finger bearing the 
ring that stands for union of two hearts. In all the 
world it carries the heart emblem. 

‘The heart is revealed most through the voice. The 
eye can do it in the light ; the touch, and the voice, 
in both light and night, the touch much, the voice 
more. The voice is the second chief messenger of 
the life ; it can do most ‘next after prayer in trans- 
mitting. the power of the life to others, The voice 
can be used to speak for Jesus, not simply in its words, 
even more in how they are said ; not simply in tell- 
ing the Great Story direct in chapel or class or meet- 
ing, but in telling it indirectly in kitchen and office 
and sickroom, when perhaps everything tempts to 
sharp spoken irritation, or critical sneer, or light ban- 
ter. Yet it can be made so, not by thinking of the 
voice itself, but by control of the secret springs of the 
heart. 


Acting the Story 

There's a little finger to this hand, yet little only by 
comparison with the others, big in itself, and indis- 
pensable in a strong hand. That is ¢he service we 
can do, There’s the direct telling of the Story. 
There's the yet subtler indirect service of telling it by 
kindly act and helpful deed. 

A chaplain was going over a battlefield at the close 
of a terrible fight during our Civil War, looking for 
any to whom he could minister. He found a man 
sorely wounded and much exhauSted, and asked if he 
might read and pray with him. The man simply 
said, ‘‘I’m so thirsty.’’ Quickly as possible a drink 
was gotten, and the chaplain tenderly supported him 
as with much difficulty he drank. Then he said, ‘‘I 
am so cold.’ The chaplain took off his outer coat 
and wrapped it about the man’s shivering body. ‘‘If 
I had something under my head it would be such a 
help,’’ the soldier said. The only thing the chaplain 
could think of was his inner coat, so off it came and 
was carefully tucked under the tired head. Then the 
soldier, with softened glance in his eye, breathed 
more easily as he said quietly, ‘‘If there’s anything 
in that Book that makes a man do what you’ve done 
for me, let me have it.’"" But the message of love had 
already been told, and was only made a bit plainer in 
meaning as a bit of the Jesus story was read, and the 
soldier’s heart touched anew by it. 

Service is a wondrous privilege. No life is complete 
or natural without it, Yet the service is always less than 
the life or prayer. Where the Lord Jesus has touched 
the heart there’s a passion to spend and be spent out 
for him in glad service. Yet we serve best not by the 
service we give, but by the sort of life we may live. 
The message spoken gets its chief power humanly, all 
unconsciously to the speaker, in a strangely subtle 
way, from the voice that speaks it, and that means 
from the personality, the inner spirit that speaks out 
through the voice. 


oy 


The True Measure of Value 

Then there's the long finger, the middle finger of 
this hand ; that’s the d¢ of gold we loosen out for our 
Lord Jesus. Yet the imprint of the mint that tells 
the ordinary value of the coin is wholly useless here. 
You can’t tell the real value of gold by the stamp of 
the mint, but only by the red tint of sacrifice upon it. 
There's a lot of money given that does great good no 
doubt, but it is like the smallest copper coin beside 
the five-dollar gold piece, or the guinea, in comparison 
with the money whose giving has cost a bit of the 
giver’s life. The value and practical power of gold 
depends wholly upon what it is in the heart that 
prompts the giving. The heart-touch is the real mint- 
stamp of value. 

A little bent-over woman, very plainly clad, with 
one eye gone, and the marks of suffering showing 
plainly through her gentle smile, slipped a silver coin 
into my hands as I passed out of a meeting up in 
Sweden, though nothing had been said about money. 
The quick impulse not to take it from her was checked 
by a subtle something which constrained me to accept 
it. But the feel of the coin touched me with awe. 
And as I walked out and looked at the humble coin I 
tried to read its value by God’s measurements, 

But I found I wasn’t skilled enough. My eye was 
not practised enough to decipher the figures. There 
was a life, a heart's strong, tender passion, there was 
pain and sacrifice in that coin. . I felt it. It was 
these that were being borne by the silver messenger 
out to touch other human lives. There was the same 
quality as our Lord had put-into the gift of himself to 
a world, And there would be the same sort of irre 
sistible power as that life, being given out for Jesus’ 
sake, would touch other lives through the medium of 
her gift. The value of money lies in the life out of 
which it comes, 

There’s still another measure of values here., How 
strange the earth scale of values seems! The ¢alue 
of what is given is determined by what is left. Those 
two little copper coins, bearing the Roman imprint, 
cast into the temple treasury by the widowed woman, 
all unconscious of our Lord’s watchful eye, turned the 
scales completely against the many silver and gold 
coins thrown in that day. The gold coins proved so 
light as the little coppers went in that it must have 
beer. pitiable to the Master’s eyes to see the spirit 
scale fly up into the aim What is left fixes the value 
of what ts given. 

There's a peculiar something about gold that makes 
it the index of the inner life. A man may be owned 
by the gold which he owns, and so it tells of the slav- 
ery in which he is held. There can be a practical 
transfer of personality through gold. You can go 
through your gift and change things far away, for its 
actual power yonder will depend on your inner thought 
and purpose in giving it. There can be a doubliag 
of cne’s personality, for the part of you bearing your 
name is busy here, while the part of you loosened out 
by the means of the gold is busy somewhere else. 

This thin long golden finger, held in its true place 
by the others, can reach out clear around the world. 
And the life and love and sacrifice that have gone in 
at the giving end go out at the other end in unweigh- 
able, unmeasurable transforming power. 


** The Greatest of These ”’ 

But the hand is not complete yet. There's the 
thumb, the binding, the organizing member of the 
finger family. The thumb joins the others together in 
united action. It changes the fingers into a hand, and 
the hand into a fist. It is no longer a group of fingers 
each with its own traits and duty. The fingers are 
merged into the hand, the clenched, gripping, pushing, 
drawing hand, ready for action, gentle or vigorous, 

The thumb of this spirit hand is Jrayer. Prayer is 
the subtle power that radically affects everything else, 
and that joins all the rest in united action. Prayer is 
the chiefest thing. It gives the passionate desire to reach 
out to the world Jesus died for. Then it becomes a 
spirit messenger, taking these others out for their 
blessed world ministry. And in turn each of these 
others acts upon the prayer. 

For prayer is not mere earnest repeating of words. 
It is more ; through the earnestly repeated words the 
life is going out as a spirit-force to the thing or persop 
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or place prayed for. And prayer makes that outgoing 
life itself purer, gentler, stronger. The voice, which 
becomes the expression of the whole personality within, 
strengthens and intensifies the power of that persoh- 
ality. And prayer takes the subtle power of the per- 

sonality out to be felt by those for whom the prayer 
is offered, 

So prayer gives the real power, unseen, but the more 
tremendous and all the more felt to the bit of service 
done ; it makes the man serving infinitely more than 
the thing done, to those touched by it and him. 

And prayer is the medium through which gold gets 
any value at all in really touching human hearts and 
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lives. It brings and keeps the heart into that fine 
heat which gladly makes what sacrifice may be needed. 


It envelops the gold with the spirit of life and heart”: 
and sacrifice as with a fifie invisible atmosphere.’ So. 


it reaches the heart and affects the life and makes the 
irresistible power of sacrifice felt at the other end. 

It is all because of the blood of our Lord Jesus. It 
is all through the marvelous power of the Holy Spirit. 
He breathes upon these wondrous, human, God-given 
powers, and brings out the exquisite harmony within, 
Only he can, else the human instrument is mute or 
discordant, and without power, ; 

Leehietiians on page 740) 











HE day was clear and the bright sunshine ful! of 
cheer ; but Mrs. Leslie sat on the piazza with a 
wistfully pathetic expression of sadness on her 

face that was out of harmony with her surroundings. 
She held a letter in her hand, at which she occasionally 
glanced. She was the very spirit of melancholy de- 
jection when Allan Leslie, tall, straight, and energetic, 
in spite of his threescore and some years, rounded the 
curve in the path and came upon her unexpectedly. 

*« Well, mother, you look as if you were posing for 
a picture of Tragedy. What's wrong this morning ?"’ 

A smile crept into the forlorn face. 

‘* Nothing, Allan,’’ she stammered, half-heartedly, 
a light pinkish flush entering her face. 

‘* Nothing, eh ?’’ was the reply. ‘‘Sad' and gloomy 
on such a glorious day as this, all for nothing'!"’ 

His eyes noted the fluttering letter in her hand. 

‘*Nothing wrong with any of* the children, I 
hope?’ he added, breaking off his sentence’ suddenly. 

‘No. They're all quite well. Read ‘it." 

Mr. Leslie picked up the letter and glanced hastily 
over it. It took but a few seconds to’ read it. 

‘‘Humph !"’ he grunted. ‘‘Short and .to the 
point. All well, and very busy. Any: word lately 
from Mary ?’’ he asked suddenly. 

The letter was from Jane, their oldest daughter, 
married and living in the city. Mary was their 
youngest, a bride of two years. 

‘*T had one last week from her,’’ faintly stammered 
Mrs, Leslie. ‘Here itis, But I read it to you when 
it came."’ She abstracted from a bundle in her lap 
another letter. 

‘‘Yes, seems to me I do remember hearing you 
read it. It didn't take long—just enough to fill in 
the pause between two gulps of coffee. Humph !— 
short and—I can't say sweet—but to the point.’’ 

Again the flush on the withered cheeks. Somehow 
Mrs. Leslie felt that her husband was drawing her 
secret from her. 

‘*And John—where's his letter ?’’ he continued, 
smiling down at her. ‘*Got that here?’ Oh, it's not 
from John, but from his wife. John had no time to 
write, and daughter-in-law is very busy. Well ! well! 
city life seems to make them all busy—so busy they 
can't find much time to write letters home."" He 
laughed softly ; then abruptly : 

‘Have you answered any of these, mother ?’’ 

‘Certainly. I always write immediately.”’ 

‘And give them all the news of the farm? Let me 
see your last letter.’’ 

Teasingly he took a long, half-finished letter from 
her hands, _ It was a letter such as a mother would 
write to an absent child—long, tender, intimate, and 
affectionate, It recounted all the little happenings on 
the farm, magnifying details, and dwelling upon 
memories of a past that crowded upon a fertile brain. 

**A model letter, mother,’’ Mr. Leslie remarked 
finally. ‘*I should say it was a treasure, and if I 
lived in the city I'd prize it above everything else. 
Nevertheless, mother, I'm going to destroy it.’’ 

He deliberately tore the paper in two. 

‘* Allan !’’ exclaimed his wife in surprise. 

‘Too bad, mother, to do it, but I don’t want you 
to send it. You've written enough of those letters for 
the present."’ 

**What.in the world do you mean, dear ?"’ 

‘‘Only this, mother. We're going to give our 
children a shorter course in home correspondence.”’ 

Still Mrs, Leslie stared uncomprehendingly at him. 

«It's just this way, mother. You've been sending 
them long, intimate letters, telling them all the things 








A Home Correspondence Course 


Father Leslie takes a hand in the letter w 


of the old homestead 
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that they want to know about—for I believe they still 
love the old homestead—and in return they've been 
sending you a few words in reply, merely acknowledg- 
ing your letters in the briefest way. Now we’ ing 
to return them in kind. I'll draft your letters in the 
future, and you can write them or copy them. Now 
wait, and let me see what I can do.”’ 

With a twinkle in the corner of his eyes, Mr. Leslie 
sat for ten minutes near his wife, and finally shoved a 
piece of paper before her. On it was written : 


** DEAREST JANE :— 

Your last letter received. I’m glad vou are all well. 
Father and I have been very busy. . It’s a good year, and 
the crops are large. The weather is lovely. Had a few 
days of rain last week, and that helped the crops. Write 
again soon, Affectionately, 

** MOTHER.” 


Mrs. Leslie gasped as she read this brief message. 

‘«But, Allan, it would never do,’’ she stammered. 

‘‘Why not? That's the kind of letters they send 
to you. Now we'll see how they like. it.’’ 

In spite of her feeble protests, Mrs. Leslie. finally 
copied the letter, adding a. few words surreptitiously 
in one corner to lessen the brevity and sharpness of 
it.. Two days later a somewhat similar letter was 
sent to Mary, and another to John, and one to Henry. 

They were the shortest and briefest letters ever sent 
out from the old homestead, and by the same token 
they were the quickest to bring replies. Two days 
later Jane’s scrawl appeared. 

*¢ What is the matter, mother ?’’ it said. 
not understand your short letter. 
one. You must be sick. 
will run down at once."’ 

Mary's came in the next mail and was of like tenor. 
John’s reply was in ‘the form of a telegram : 

‘‘Anything wrong at home? Received your brief 
letter, and am worried.’’ 

Henry had been away, and his letter drifted in two 
days later than the others. It showed surprise and 
wonder ; he had expected the long letter which he 
had been accustomed to receive once a week. 

‘Oh, Allan, it was wrong of us to startle them like 
that,’’ protested little Mrs. Leslie. ‘I must write a 
long letter, right away.”’ 

‘*No, no, that would spoil the plot. ‘This shorter 
course in home correspondence can't stop here.’’ 

«* But—but—"’ 

Mr. Leslie finally persuaded her to his point of 
view. Answers to the letters and John’s telegram 
followed the shorter course in correspondence. The 
children were all assured that every one was well at 
the old home, and that crops were doing nicely, but 
everybody was busy—very busy. 

Mr. Leslie chuckled as he dropped the letters in 
the post-office. He wanted to be sure of their going, 
for he had his suspicions about his wife. She showed 
every sign of weakening. In fact, her face had a 
pathetic look at times that almost made him relent. 

‘«Allan, I can't write another such letter to the 
children,’ she protested. ‘It's cruel tothem, Ill 
write a good long one to each of them to-night.’’ 

‘*You can write the letters, mother, but you can’t 
mail them until we have responses from the last ones."’ 

«But if—if—"" 

«You write the letters, and I'll mail them later.” 

Mrs. Leslie spent hours toiling away with pen and 
paper, and it was late when she finally dropped her 
pen with a weary sigh. Her husband had been watch- 
ing her furtively from over the top of his paper all the 
evening. 


**7 could 
I expected a long 
If so let me know, and I 
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"The following merntag a telegram was delivered at 
the farmhouse. Mr. Leslie smiled as hang tore off the 
yellow envelo 

“+ It's from John,” he said. 
to-day to see us.”’ 

‘*He’s coming home to-day? Then I must get 
ready for him. I'll cook some of those jumbles he 
used to like so much, and—”’ 

“I'd cook a lot of them while I was about it, for I 
shouldn't be surprised if—"’ 

«*What?"’ 

«Oh, nothing ; but John always had a big appe- 
tite.’’ 

Two hours later the stage rumbled over the country 
road and stopped in front of the farmhouse, Out of 
it tumbled Mary and Jane. Mrs. Leslie was too sur- 
prised to say anything. 

** Mother, we were sure you must be sick,’’ they ex- 
claimed in abreath. ‘*Youare, aren't you? -I knew 
you were. We met on the train accidentally, and—"’ 

‘* Hello !’’ shouted Mr. Leslie, «‘ another telegram. 
It's from Henry, and—yes, he’s coming down too."’ 

««Well,-of all things!'’ exclaimed Mrs. Leslie, 
dropping into a chair, ‘* What does it mean?’’ 

‘Why, mother, it means,’’ replied Mary, ‘that 
you frightened us out of our wits. Your letters were 
so cold and formal and—and—’’ 

*« Brief,’’ interrupted Mr. Leslie. 

«Yes, brief to the point of nothing.’’ 

** Now, see here, daughter ¢zwe took as our model 
for letters some of yours and Jane’s and John’s and 
Henry's. I counted the number of words in each, 
and mother’s had just as many as any of yours. I 
told her she’d been wasting words on you. Why, 
some of her letters were two thousand words long, and 
yours were—well, about fifty or a hundred. She was 
just pining away to know what you were doing, what 
the grandchildren were doing and thinking about, and 
what pets they had and what children they -played 
with, and where they went to school. I think she 
even wanted to know what kind of dresses you were 
wearing, and how you cut the latest frock for the little 
ones, and what they had for breakfast and dinner. 
You see, a woman—’’ 

‘Allan! Allan !’’ 

«* Well, I'll reserve the rest of the lecture for the 


“He's coming down 
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boys. They're just as guilty as the girls—iore' so, ‘TF 


guess, for they left the letter writing to their wives.’” 

Before John and Henry arrived, Mary and Jane 
had fully grasped the significance of the plot concocted 
by their father. At first they viewed it as a practical 
joke just to get them home on a visit, but when alone 
with them Mr. Leslie spoke seriously and to the point. 

‘¢Don't let it pass off as a joke,’’ he said kindly. 
‘¢ Mother is getting old, and she needs your letters. 
She feels the neglect terribly. A long letter,from you 
means more to her than anything else. She's lonely 
in a way, and you can cheer her up. If you don't, 
some day you may regret it. Now, girls, don’t forget 
that letter writing is a two-sided affair. 

Mary and Jane stayed two days at the old home, 
and when they returned they looked wistfully at their 
mother. Somehow they felt only as girls can that 
they would have to make amends for their neglect by 
some immediate action. 

The following day a package arrived at the old 
homestead. The creation of finery it contained to 
gladden the heart of their mother represented the 
combined shopping experience of the two daughters ; 
but if they could have looked in upon the scene at 
home they would have opened their eyes in wonder. 
It was the long letter accompanying the package that 


held the center of the stage. With the dress goods 


neglected and scattered over the floor, little Mrs. Les- 
lie was spending an hour reading and*re-reading the 
letter. 

When her husband looked in to see if dinner was 
nearly ready, a happy face glanced up at him. 

**Oh, Allan, listen to what Mary and Jane say. 
Their children are wearing— But wait, I must read 
it from the beginning ; it’s such a long letter, and so 
full of news.”’ 

** Well, mother, it looks as if our shorter course in 
home correspondence is goimg to bear fruit,’’ Mr. 
Leslie said, smiling down at the happy face, ‘for I 
got a couple of more letters here for you—one from 
John and one from Henry. And they're long ones, 
too,—bulky enough to carry two stamps. I wonder 
if the boys are as gossipy as the girls. We'll compare 
them to-night.”’ 

‘Yes, yes, it will be such fun. It's almost as good 
as having the children here with you.”’ 

The eyes lighted up with joy and happiness, and 
the steps that had grown laggard in recent years began 
to assume some-of the firmness and elasticity of youth. 

New Yorx City. 




















LESSON FOR DEC. I (Mark g : 14-29) 





Put Them in the Missionary Box 


Tc primary children of our Sunday-school are _ 


planning to send a Christmas box to 2 home 

missionary whose name and address are fur- 
nished by the Presbyterian Board, and the Juniors 
will be asked to contribute Pocket Testaments for, it, 
each child making his or her purchase from the sec- 
retary of the Pocket Testament League, and bringing 
the books personally on packing day, 

Every book will have the pledge pasted in its cover, 
and the missionary receiving the box will be requested 
to give them only to people, young or old, who will 
sign the same, Thus a correct record as'to nunrbets” 
can be kept by the Birmingham Pocket Testament 
League, although it will not have the names of the 
new mem 

In this way a League may send its influence into 
lonely, remote places that are not usually reached by 
these great world-movements. And we know the 
sending will do our Juniors good.—Lee McCrae, 
Birmingham, Ala, 

% 


Supplying the Orphanage 


Ta meeting of the Teachers’ Association of our 
school, it was decided that the school would try 
the experiment of the scholars giving instead of 

receiving at the Christmas entertainment. We de- 
cided that; as the custom of the Sunday-schools of the 
Presbyterian Church is at that time to make a dona- 
tion to the Presbyterian Orphanage, we would give to 
the orphanage any gifts received that night. 

Our comniittee got in touch with the orphanage, 
and found that they would welcome gifts of potatoes, 
rice, dried fruit, soap, cornstarch, cocoa, codfish, 
baking-~powder,.:beans, .hams, bacon, canned vege-. 
tables, flour, turnips, onions, sugar and cereals. The 
school was divided into groups, each group charged 
with procuring some one of these articles. 

Our next thought was the entertainment for the 
Christmas festival, for we wanted it to be some- 
thing out of the ordinary. We accomplished this by 
asking one of our members, Miss E. E. Hewitt, to 
take charge of arranging the program, This she did 
in a delightful manner. 

Santa Claus is discovered sitting disconsolately with 
an empty bag on his lap; he has gotten as far as 
Darby in. his rounds, and has run out of stuff and 
doesn’t know what to do. The superintendent tells 
him not to be so down-hearted, for he might be able 
to do something to remedy the condition of affairs. 
Then the Beginner tots bring sugar, reciting: a little 
verse ; they are followed by the primary department 
with Quaker oats and their exercises. Then one after 
another the various groups come with their gifts, 
Each one of these groups was in costume. The 
potato boys were dressed as farmers, and they ap- 
peared with bags of potatoes over their shoulders, 
singing to the tune of ‘* Tramp, tramp, tramp, the boys 
are marching,’’ a song about their work of gathering 
together the potatoes, the chorus of which was : 


**Tramp, tramp, tramp the boys are marching 
Onward with their load of potatoes ; 
To the orphanage it goes, 
Every bag of A agers si te 
We will make the children glad on Christmas Day.’ 

The girls bringing Ivory soap were dressed as 
Puritans ; those with Oleine soap carried brooms and 
sang a song about housekeepers ; those carrying flour, 
as millers ; those with rice as Chinamen, and so on, 
each group having its appropriate dress and exercise. 
The entertainment ended with Santa Claus going off 
with his spirits restored and his bag full. 

It might interest you to know the result of the 
efforts of our scholars. 

We had 10% bushels of potatoes, 50 pounds of 
rice, 63 poundsof dried fruit, 126 cakes of Ivory soap, 
219 cakes of Oleine soap, 49 packages of cornstarch, 
49 pounds of cocoa, 48 packages of flaked codfish, 40 
pounds of boned cod, 18% pounds of baking powder, 
2% bushels of beans, 1 peck of lima beans, to hams, 
11 loins of bacon, 58 cans of vegetables, 1 crate of 
cranberries, 3 barrels of flour, 2 barrels of. turnips, 
1 barrel of onions, 225 pounds of sugar, 18244 pack- 
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Christmas Plans that Honor the King 


What happéned in Sunday-schools where giving took the place of getting in the Christmas programs 


ages of Quaket-oats, 35 packages of Cream of Wheat, 
1% barrels of apples. 

We believe that the giving Christmas is the best 
Christmas that any Sunday-school can have.— W. H. 
Groetzinger, Philadelphia. 


é 7 . 
White Gifts for the King 


UST how to turn the Christmas entertainment in 
the Sunday-school from a ‘‘Santa Claus’’ revel 
into a gracious revival is a matter which all Sun- 

day-school superintendents can well afford to look 
into. . 

In the first place, don't call it, much less make it, 
an ‘‘entertainment.’’ . The world has gone well-nigh 
‘¢entertainment’' mad, and why need the church 
travel on the same low level ? 

** Now all the Athenians and the strangers sojourn- 
ing there spent their time in nothing else, but either 
to tell or to hear some new thing’’—which was bad 
enough ; but how much worse was it than for this 
Christian age to spend its time going to see some new 
show ? 

Glad is the writer that Mrs. Phoebe A. Curtiss, 
State Superintendent of the Elementary Department 
of the Ohio Sunday School Association, has given to 
the church a better way in her beautiful little “book, 
entitled ‘* White Gifts for the King,’’ which is intro- 
duced by an old legend, —‘* The Legend of Cathay,’’ 

The legend is not a fairy tale nor yet a fancy tale, 
but is more like one of the parables of our Lord, that 
is, ‘‘A sort of an earthly story with a heavenly mean- 
ing to it,’’ and here it is ; 

«There was once a strange country called Cathay, 
and the ruler thereof was 6ne King Kubla Khan: 

‘*Though a mighty warrior, the king was a wise 
ruler, greatly revered by his subjects, who were bound 
to him by the strong ties of love and loyalty. 

** Now the king's birthday was always observed by 
his people in what was known as the * White Feast,’ 
at which time the king and his court assembled in the 
royal palace, dressed in white apparel. 

**The floors were laid in marble, the walls and 
windows were draped in white silk. 

‘* Every subject brought the king a birthday gift, 
and every gift was a white gift, to show that the love 
and the loyalty of the giver were without stain. 

‘* The rich brought pearls, carvings in ivory, costly 
white embroidered garments, and spans of white 
horses, while the poor brought white doves or pigeons 
or perchance a mere handful of rice, 

‘‘Nor did the king regard one gift above another, 
so long as all were white ! 

‘*And so they kept the king’s birthday.”’ 

What Has Grown Out of Jt.—Out of this sugges- 
tive old legend the First Methodist Sunday-school of 
Painesville, Ohio, got a vision and an inspiration 
which has left behind them a shining record for eight 
continuous years which is almost incredible. And 
out of this record Mrs. Curtiss got inspiration and in- 
formation for her ‘‘ White Gift’’ story book. 

By way of introduction she tells a pretty story of a 
bevy of college girls which has tears in it for some 
folks ‘‘ef they don’t watch out!"’ the kind of tears 
which wash one’s heart of selfishness and warm it 
with a blessing ! 

The new form of service, when properly carried out, 
makes an almost irresistible appeal to every member 
of the school to bring some sort of a ‘* White Gift’’ 
to the King on his birthday, either of self or of service 
or of substance ; self meaning surrender to Christ, 
service meaning pledges of service in church or Sun- 
day-school, and substance meaning a money offering 
for the relief of poverty or for schools and hospitals or 
home and foreign missions. 

And there is a spirit of loving unselfishness and 
benevolence in it all that ought to arouse the church 
by its beauty and sweeten the world with its fragrance ! 

How It Worked Out Where Used.—As already 
stated, the plan originated in the First Methodist 
Episcopal School of Painesville, Ohio, eight years ago. 

The astonishing ‘‘financial returns’’ are said to 
have been the least of all the blessings received, the 
gifts of self and service having produced scores of 


conversions and maintained a spirit of revival in the 
church which has been continuous and startling. 

Here is the financial record, and surely every figure 
in it is a recommendation of the service : 





Average PCF VEAL. ..ceseccccccresseess $533-05 


It seems to the writer that this record should lead 
every Sunday-school which hears of it to say at once, 
‘* If that is the way it works, it is just what we need 
and must have ; let us try it."’ 4 

In Indianapolis, six of the Christian Schools used 
the service in December, 1911, for the first time, and 
I am reliably informed that every one of them will 
repeat it this winter because of the gracious results, 
The Central Christian School, as a direct result of the 
service, had thirteen persons present ¢/emse/ves as a 
Christmas gift to the King during the service, nine of 
whom were received into full membership in the 
church three days later, on Christmas Eve. The 
sum of $220 in cash or pledges was also received, and 
many pledges of service in the various departments 
of church work. 

But it did not end with that. Three months later, 
on Easter Sunday, eight more persons surrendered to 
Jesus Christ and were added to the church, all seven- 
teen being traced directly to the influence of ‘‘ White 
Gifts for. the -King’’ and the use of the Christmas 
service it describes. 


The book, “White Gifts,” is prettily bound with illustrated board 
covers at 35 centsgand in paper at 15 cents. ‘Ihe services are 5 cents 
each, or $4.25 per hundred, these being a sixteen-page pamphlet of 
songs, P ive readi » recitations, etc. The offering envelopes 
(white, No, 5) are printed in red and green, with holly border,,af so 
cents per hundred, and a neat little four-page folder containing sug- 
gestions and forms, made ready to sign, for the various offerings. at 
50 cents hundred, ar d. The books and services may be 
obtained from the Meigs Publishing Co., Indianapolis, Ind., or through 
your local dealer, or from The Sunday School ‘limes Co 


x 4 
Cradle-Roll and Orphan Babies 


HE cutest little red stockings were cut from paste- 
board scraps, donated by a printer, and on the 
top of each was pasted a tiny Santa Claus head, 

Underneath was written : 








BABY JOHN IS INVITED TO MEET 
SANTA CLAUS 
In the Church Parlors on Wednesday Afternoon 
From 2 to 3 o’clock 











This was tied to a tarleton stocking about ten inches 
long, with three little brass bells sewed to the toe, 
and a card inside read, ‘*‘ Please fill this stocking with 
goodies from the top right down to the toe, and 
bring it for one of the orphan: babies."’ 

The babies came and listened to a pretty little 
Christmas exercise given by some of the primary 
children, Then Santa appeared, but without the 
customary laden pack. - Instead was an empty ham- 
per fastened to his back. He told of the other babies 
whom he wanted to visit, then asked those present to 


‘help fill his pack so that he would not have to go 


empty-handed. The babies were brought forward, 
and dropped their tarleton stockings, with the tinkling 
bells, into the basket. When ail were depasited and 
the basket quite full, Santa bowed his thanks and 
went away. A moment later a curtain on the plat- 
form was drawn aside disclosing a gayly-dressed tree, 
which suddenly became brilliant with quantities of 
tiny electric lights. The older babies, those of two 
and three years, enjoyed this immensely. Each baby 
was then given a little gift, and the program ended. 
At 3.15 the Beginners’ and Primary departments 
met for their party. As many of the mothers had 
children in these departments also and wanted to re- 
main, a place had been arranged for them in the rear 
of the room where they could rest comfortably. — 
Elizabeth Williams Sudlow, Rock Island, Lid. 
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Vitel, workable plans for the revival of family worship are given in this month's . 
instalment of the department on the Home and the Sunday-school > :. -  - 
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Winning the Home to F sage WwW aemiip 





ENRY W. GRADY, the Southern journalist and 
patriot, on beholding the White House for the 
first time, said to a friend, ‘‘ That, sir, is the 

home of my nation."’ But when later he witnessed 
on a Southern plantation a ‘‘Cotter’s Saturday Night,"’ 
where the planter and his family gathered about the 
Book and then prayed, he said, ‘‘I was mistaken 
when I said that glistening pile of marble at Washing- 
ton was the home of my nation. The home of my 
nation is the home where the Bible is read, where 
Jesus Christ is respected, where God is honored, and 
the children are taught to pray."’ 

Bigger than the influence of pastor, school, or 
teacher in its long grip upon the life is the memory of 
the natural, joyous prayer-life of the home as focussed 
in the old-fashioned family worship spoken of by 
Grady. And until the Sunday-school and church 
can, through the Home Department and specia) family 
altar campaigns, bring the home to know the duty 
and privilege of daily family worship, the work of 
both church and school is likely to be neutralized 
and lost. 

One has but to scan the long list of the Greathearts 
in Christian life and work whose lives have been 
molded by the prayer atmosphere of the home to 
realize the truth of this. And the testimony following 
this article of some of these leaders to the: value of 
family worship in their life is more convincifg than 
argument. 

A few weeks ago I took breakfast in Pittsburgh at 
‘the home of one of America’s captains, of industry, 
whose name is known the world around, He had 
returned only that morning from.an absence. Busi- 
ness matters pressed for attention. , 
in waiting. But at the close of the meal there was 
time to meet first, before the affairs pf the day, the 

great Captain of Salvation, and the‘father turned to 
one: of his two sons, now men and associates. with him 
in the business, and said, ‘* Lead usvin the Twenty- 
third Psalm’’; and then the father* prayed simply, 
‘tenderly, thoughtfully, not forgetting the “stranger 
within the gates,’’ 

Some months ago an evening was spent in the home 
of a wealthy Canadian banker, a man identified with 
many corporations. After the evening meal the family 
adjourned to the sitting-room and the glow and warmth 
of a log-fire, but these were not to be compared with 
_the heart-glow and warmth that came to thosé in that 
circle as the Book was brought, reverently read, and 
then all united in the prayer which was both praise 
and petition. 

We are aware that modern life presents distinct 
obstacles to the regularity of family prayer. The 
business pressure is higher, and the money objective 
has in many cases submerged the prayer-life. The 
suburban life, with the necessity for catching trains, 
and the late arrival often of the head of the house, 
has been a practical hindrance. It may'be said that 
a spiritual Christianity must fight the world, the flesh, 
the devil, and the suburbs. Time somehow is found 
for the morning newspaper and a few incidentals. 

Children, too, have the enacting tasks of the mod- 
ern school system, and must hurry off to school in the 
morning and hie to their studies after dinner at night. 
But the ‘‘ university of mother’s knee’’ has graduated 
stalwart souls if it has not always perfected brains. 
Bryan says that before he was ten he learned from his 
mother to hate liquors, lying, and swearing, and that 
mother pointed up his life for noble Christian living. 

The social life, too, breaks into the evening in a 
larger way than in the time of-our parents. 

And yet after all this is admitted, are these not 
after all-but trivial excuses that are offered because 
the value of united family Bible reading and prayer 
has been lost sight of, ‘because the father has sold out 
his office as a priest at the family altar for a mess of 
pottage? Mrs. Stowe paid this wonderful tribute to 
her father : ‘* My father was so complete a represen- 
tative of my heavenly Father.'’ And may I bear 
loving tribute to my own father, a busy man with a 
large family, who made daily family prayer sucha joy 
that it was the most natural thing for me, and unsug- 
gested by father, to establish the family altar the first 
day in my new home, a custom which I have contin- 
ued for twenty-six years. And the memory of hearing 
my father talking with God within his own room at 


His’ secretary was - 


Voicing the message of the Edinburgh: Missionary 
Conference to the Christian Church, Andrew Murray, 
in his ‘‘ State of the Church,” has proclaimed the great 
need and lack of Jesus Christ in His world-conquest to- 
day to be a praying church. The family altar must be 
given its central place in the home if we would restore 
prayer to its apostolic place in the church and in indi- 
vidual life. That many twentieth-century homes have 
overcome the hindrances to daily home worship Mr. 
Brown shows in his stirring call to the Sunday-schooi to 
lead in winning other homes into the blessedness of pos- 
sessing an altar where they may daily meet God. Mr. 
Brown’s article is followed by an announcement of a 
new Home Department plan that should give an impetus 
to family worship in the homes of members of that 
department of the Sunday-school ; there is also given a 
group of significant testimonies that show what Sunday- 
school leaders, who are also leaders in business enter- 
prise, think of the family altar. 

How to start family worship and how to observe it, 
what blessings result and how hindrances are overcome, 
are learned best by a glimpse into homes that have met 
the problems and are experiencing the: blessing. It will 
be the privilege of: The Sunday School Times to publish 
many testimonies from such homes in later issues. 

The Family Worship column of The Sunday School 
.Times in the year to come will be enriched so as to meet 
more definitely the needs of the home. Questions from 
readers stating their problems ‘will be’ welcomed and 
considered ; objects of prayer that vitally affect the 
progress of the Kingdom will be suggested ; comments 
on the Home Readings, with daily prayers, will be con- 
tinued. It is hoped to have this Family Worship forum 
strengthen the many movements making toward a wide- 
spread renewing of family religion. 
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other times. than morning, and night is a cherished 
and ineffaceable,one. Jolwn D. Folsom, in his recent 
book; ‘Religious Education in the Home,*’ speaks 


‘ of rushing through the house upstairs on some boyish 


errand intent when he became aware of the voice of 
prayer in one of the rooms. He drew near. and found 
it was the voice of his mother who was speaking to 
God on his behalf That went deeper into his soul 
than all the religious instruction he ever. received from 
any source whatever, and in the natural drift-years of 
his life-held him, like an anchor to his soul, sure and 
steadfast. 

There are evidences in many directions of an 
awakening of the church to this lost or decadent 
link in its work, and denominations and independent 
organizations are taking the field in a campaign to 
restore family worship in the home. 

The Presbytery of North River, through its Com- 
mittee on Evangelistic Work, has been pushing a 
family altar campaign among all of its churches. 
The subject is first presented by the pastor or special 
speaker to the congregation. Pledge-cards are dis- 
tributed for signature, reading : P 


**I hereby promise that, God helping me, I shall use 
my best endeavors to have a portion of Scripture read aloud 
in the Family Circle to which I belong, at least once a 
day, by some one member of the household, or verse about, 
and that we shall offer at least the Lord’s Prayer, led by 
one of the family, or in concert. 


On the back of the pledge-card are included, among 
others, the following suggestive notes : 


1. If one member of the family is prepared to offer a few 
words of prayer, the Lord’s Prayer in.concert would be an 
appropriate conclusion. 

2. It would be an excellent plan to have a different 
member of the household (either sex) lead in the prayer 
preceding the Lord’s Prayer, if the plan of os uding 
with the Fetter is adopted. In this way the children form 
the prayer habit.in early life. 

3. As the Bible states, ‘‘ Ye are neither male nor female 
in Christ Jesus,’’ it is most proper that girls as well as 
boys should be trained in the exercise of audible prayer. 
Mothers’ example in this respect is most. valuable. 

4. If the exercise is held only once a day (twice a day 
is better; Daniel kept his window open toward Jerusalem 
three times a day), the time wen shall be arranged accord- 
ing to the conditions. . Before or after breakfast ; imme- 
diately before or after supper ; or just. before: retiring for 
the night, are all good. 

5. Singing at family worship, if only a single verse, is 
most helpful. 

6. In the event that prayer is offered by some member 
of the family prior to the repetition of the Lord’s Prayer in 
concert, God’s blessing should be asked‘on ‘* the church, 


. 


the*church officers, and the pastor,’’ as well as ‘‘ every 
member of the family present and absent.” 

7. Grace should be said in connection with every meal 
by some member of the family, or by all in concert. 

8. Committing to memory and repeating daily in con- 
nection with family worship at least one verse a day from 
the Bible, by the children in particular, will prove ‘“‘an 
anchor of the soul sure and steadfast ’’ in after life. 


The pastor and an elder then visit the homes in 
turn to secure signatures to the pledge in every home. 
In the New York East Conference of the M. E. 
Church this resolution was passed at the last session ; 


ee Believing that the Christian home is the stronghold of 
both Church and State, we rejoice in every wise effort to 
restore the family altar and promote religious instruction 
in the home, be it therefore resolved : 

“a, That we heartily endorse the work of the Family 
Altar League. 

‘*2, That we recommend the observance of a Family 
Altar Day annually in every charge. 


And at least one pastor in that Conference is offer- 
ing pledge-cards and literature to every family in his 
church. 

This Family Altar League referred to is the organi- 
zation of which the Rev. W. E. Biederwolf is general 
secretary, with headquarters at 602 Lakeside Build- 
ing, Chicago. Some two hundred thousand lives, it 
is estimated, are being touched and influenced daily, 
because of this league. About two hundred thousand 
covenant-cards have been put out, each bearing a 
covenant number, and reading as follows : 


For Chiist and the Home, 
The Family Altar League 


Believing myself to be largely responsible for the eternal 


‘salvation and religious training of my children, and reali- 


zing the need of God’s grace for: my own Christian life, 


‘I covenant with,God to make it the rule of my life to 


gather together: each day, so farias’ possible, the members 
of my family and together read. some portion of his Word, 
and pray for his blessing upon my home. - 


PROD aves cep ciosonsibctoccccnadensdass bees 


About ten thousand homes are being supplied by 
the League with daily Bible readings.. The pastor of 
the church is advised when a family joins the League. 
A large covenant-card is furnished for the wall of the 
home, and a tiionthly, the ‘‘ Family Altar,’’ is fur- 
nished members, containing, among other material, 
suggested family prayers, a Bible study department, a 
department for new Christians, a monthly sermon 
specially for the liome. 

In a leading Toronto church, a committee was ap- 
pointed to report.on ways and means of promoting 
family worship among the people of the church, 
The committee reported the organization of ‘‘ The 
Family Worship League'’ with the following cove- 
nant, to be signed by either father or mother : 


Realizing the loving kindness and mercy of our Heavenly 
Father, and sensible of the responsibility of Christian dis- 
cipleship in our home life, I do covenant with God to have 
in my home, once a day, as far-as possible, a service of 


Family Worship. 


It was suggested that the League be inaugurated at 
a Sunday morning service by an address by the pas- 
tor, followed by short addresses and experiences from 
others, and signatures to the covenant obtained on the 
spot, acampaign among non-signing members to follow. 

And now the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion (1416 Mallers Building, Chicago), through its 
Home Department Committee, of which William 
Hamilton is chairman, has issued Leaflet No. 2, 
called ‘«*‘The Home Department and the Family 
Altar,’’ with definite plans for recording in the Home 
Department those who have family worship in the home. 
Mr.. Hamilton tells about this on the following page. 

In the Bushwick Avenue Methodist Episcopal Sun- 
day-school large illuminated cards were at one time 
distributed to all who would hang them on the wall of 
the home, reading: ‘‘ Christ is the head of this house, 
the unseen guest at every meal, the silent listener to 
every conversation,’’ and to many a home to whom 
Christ had been a stranger this bore daily its message. 


_ Large cards were distributed in hundreds; of the 


homes, on which were printed forms of grace and 
prayers and hymns and memory verses, these cards 








LESSON FOR DEC. I (Mark 9 : 14-29) 


to be up in the home. In the visitation of the 
homes in the letter to parents welcoming the new 
scholar, the privilege and duty of family worship-was 
to the Home Department. 
' As to the material for the daily Bible home reading 
the I. B. R. A., or the-Daily Home Readings issued 
by the International Lesson Committee for the Uni- 
form Lessons are available. 

The Sunday School Times publishes weekly sug- 
gestive comments on these readings, and a helpful 


form of prayer in its column ‘‘ For Family Worship,'’~ 


by John Timothy Stone, D. D. 

Where the Graded Lessons are used these uniform 
readings may still be utilized for family purposes or 
some one of the number of excellent selections 
such as: 


** Reading the Bible with Relish,’’ by Wilbur F. Crafts, 
D.D., Washington, D.C., being a series of choice readin 
and suggestions for Bible study and prayer, and used by 
him first among his own congregation years oe 

**A Book for Family Worship,’’ by Sir W. Robertscn 
Nicoll, LL.D., a prayer and Scripture for every morning 
in the year (Doran, $1.50). ’ 

‘** Daily Family Prayers, by J. R. McDuff, D.D. (Revell, 
$1.50). { 

** Book. of Family Prayers,’’ by William Gregg, D.D. 
Selections for two months (St) : 

** Day by Day we Worship Thee,’’ an Anglican compila- 
tion for three months ($1.25). 

‘*Family Prayers’’ (Anglican), by Lyman P. Powell 


_ (Jacobs, 50 cents), 


‘* Prayers for Heart and Home,’’ by F. B, Meyer, for 
four weeks (Revell, 75 cents). 

‘* Morning by Morning,’’ by C. H. Spurgeon, for one 
year (American Tract Society, $1). . 

‘* Family. Prayers for Thirteen Weeks,’’ by J. R. Miller, 


;,D.D. (Nelson, $1). 


‘In the campaign for a country-wide extension of 


‘family worship in the home the Sunday-school stands 


at'a point of vantage through the use of the child as 
a lever in imducing parents to introduce the family 
altar, The pastor, officers’ board, supefintendent, 
Home Department Visitor, and teacher must work in 


' close co-operation. 


Definite plans and literature must be presented. A 
strong and representative committee should be ap- 


© poiated, and the church itself yet first in line,- Then 
* the Sanday-school-homes lying outside of the church 


membership may be visited and enlisted. 

Alexander Macgillivray, D. D., Convener of. the 
Sunday-school Committee of the Presbyterian Church 
of Canada has said : : 

‘*T beliéve that of all the revivals that we need the 
one most needed is the revival of family religion, the 
reading of God's Word, the waiting upon God in 
prayer daily around the family altar."’ 

And for this revival the Sunday-school must recog- 
nize clearly that it has a responsibility that cannot be 


evaded, ae 
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Home Department Worshipers 


By William Hamilton 


Chairman of the Home and Visitation Department Com- 
mittee of the International Sunday School Association. 


ELCOME news for Home Department leaders 

was promised when the Committee on the 

Home and Visitation Departments of the In- 
ternational Sunday School Association held its annual 
meeting in New Orleans, La., Feb., 1912. The 
chairman, as he looked forward to the meeting, was 
asking himself what had been accomplished and what 
could be attempted in the year to come, when a copy 
of The Sunday School Times for Dec, 23, 1911, reached 
him. The paper contained an editorial on Family 
Worship, and there was begun a column of comment 
on the Daily Scripture Readings, with related prayers. 

There passed before the chairman the millions of 
homes on this continent, many of which might, so far 
as family religion is concerned, be called prayerless ; 
and as he looked at the Home Department on the one 
hand, and such prepared material for family worship 
on the other, his heart bounded with joyous anticipa- 
tion. Here was a task which would fit in with the 
work of the Home Department, which would be 
abundantly worthy of it, and which could be accom- 
plished without any appreciable increase of ma- 
chinery. 

As a result of the hearty co-operation of the Sun- 
day School Council of Evangelical Denominations 
and of the Executive’ Committee of the International 
Sunday School Association, the Home and Visitation 
Committee has opened the way for a new departure 
in I'ome Department activities. 

Home Department memberships are now offered in 


suggested and especially emphasized in the-méssuges” 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


one of two —one involving as heretofore the 
study of the Sunday-school lesson for at least half an 
hour each week; The oper grade includes with that 
{for-a member who is the head of A family) the gather- 
ing of the family together and having worship, em- 
bracing at least reading of the Scriptures and prayer ; 
for a single individual, the members of this grade will 
have similar exercises privately. 

A leaflet, which fully describes this new plan and 
its ibilities, is published by the International 
Sunday School Association as Home Department 


to 
73! 


Leaflet No. 2, and may be obtained by writing the 
Association at 1416 Mallers Building, Chicago, Illi- 
nois.- The leaflet has some pointed words to say upon 
the- problem of family worship, suggesting ways to 
meet the usual difficulties, and especially pointing out 
the road to greater Home Department efficiency. 
Using the words of a report adopted by the Toronto 
Methodist Conference in speaking of this advance 
step, ‘‘it presents the possibility of a large harvest, 
on lines that are, sane, natural, and emphatically 
scriptural,’* - 





What We Think of Family Worship 


From Leaders in the Sunday-school and Business World 











F THIS group of testimonials to the value of 
family worship, nine are from busy business 
men,— bankers, manufacturers, judges, and 

lawyers, —whose lives have been shaped in homes 
where family prayer has heen a molding force. 
W. Hamilton, Chairman Home and Visitation Depart- 
ment of the International Sunday School Association, 

In the home of my-childhood, family worship was ob- 
served .on Sunday evenings. We read -in turn, then 
father read from the family Bible commentary. Sometimes 
relative conversation followed. Prayers were always pri- 
vate. Meager as this observance was, it helped to influ- 
ence us to give the Word its rightful authority. I left 
home in 1872, the year our International lessons began. 


H. J. Heinz, President H. J. Heinz Co.,.former Presi- 
dent Pennsylvania State Sabbath School Association 


Member Executive Committee World's Sunday Schoo 
Association. 


The regular reading of the Bible in the home of my 
parents is one of my earliest recollections. That was long 
before there was an International Lesson system, and the 
plan followed was to read from the New Testament in the 
morning and from the Old Testament in the evening. The 
influence of regular Bible reading was felt not only in the 
lite of my father’s family, but my own children, in their 
teens, were accustomed to the reading of the Word in the 


“home of their grandparents; as well-as in my Own home, . 


and I know of nothing that has had a gréater influence 
upon them for the things of life that are good and pure and 
true, ‘ . ‘ : 

My interest, as a young man, in the Sunday-school was 
due in a large measure to the practise of family worship 


‘and ‘the encouragement recéived from my mother in assist- 


ing me to prepare the lessons, which her familiarity with 


‘ the Book enabled her to do. 


- C; D. Massey, of the Massey-Harris Co., Limited, 
Toronto, Vice-President of the International Sunday 
‘ School Association. 

Family worship was always ‘observed in my father’s 
home, and was an untold blessing to the members of the 
family circle. “Thé ordinary plan was-used. The benefits 
of such an observance in the home can hardly be overesti- 
mated. 

W. W. Mill4n, Washington, D. C., Member. Board 
of Trustees of the International Sunday School As- 
sociation. 

Immediately after our marriage we set up the family 
altar in our home. When the children came they wor- 
shiped. with us as soon as they were old enough to under- 
stand anything of what was going on. ‘For years Iused 
the Sunday-school lesson and ‘the daily home readings as 
Scripture lessons for our morning worship. I think this 
has had much to do with making us intensely earnest Sun- 
day-school people. One of my daughters, immediately oa 
graduating, voluntarily asked for a Sunday-school class. 

A. L. Phillips, D.D., General Superintendent of the 

Department of Sunday Schools and Young People’s 

Societies of the (Southern) Presbyterian Committee of 
Publication, Richmond, Va. 

For three generations at least there has been family 
worship in our family. I do not remember when I first 
heard my father pray.. When he was absent mother con- 
ducted the worship, There was a passage from the Bible, 
a hymn, and a prayer. Often a pointed word of comment 
on the passage was made. When I was a child we were 
not blessed by having the Daily Readings on the Sunday- 
school lessons, but I use them now in my. own family with 
much spiritual profit... This worship had a powerful influ- 
ence on my life, especially in teaching me to pray, in 
making me reverent, in lodging in my mind the great 
hymns that have softened and inspired me thousands of 
times. Father always prayed for the whole world, and 
thus I became missionary at heart before I knew it. 

udge, Seth P. Leet, Montreal, Member Executive 
ommittee of the International Sunday School Asso- 
ciation. 

My father was a good man and a deacon in a Congrega- 
tional church, He had to go away to his work early in 
the morning, so that in my younger days I did not see him 
in the morning. We never had family worship in the 
morning. We irregularly, but often (and almost alway: 
on Sunday), had it at night. : 

In my own home I have not always had it in the morn- 
ing. When I did not have it I almost always made a short 





prayer on sitting down at the breakfast table, either adding 
it to the Grace, or preceding it. Thus a short prayer was 
almost always offered in the presence of the family at some 
time during the day. ; 

For the last few years our home life has not been so busy, 
and I have not had to hurry away so early in the morning, 
and we have had morning prayers pretty regularly. 

I certainly believe in the importance of it, and never 
omit it if I can help it. -I much prefer to have a very few 
sentences of earnest prayer at sitting down to a meal, either 
morning or evening, than to hurry through a more formal 
and longer service, or to have the service carried through 
in a perfunctory way. 

ohn R. Sampey, D.D., LL.D., Professor in Southern 

ptist Theological Seminary Member of Lesson 

Conimittee of the capornenene Bunday School Asso- 

My father held worship in our home, beth morning and 
evening, throughout my boyhood, He read the entire 
Bible through in about three years ; so it was my privilege 
to hear all the Scriptures of both the Old and the New 
Testament at Jeast three times after I was six years old. 
Family worship was the most blessed influence that touched 
my early life. 

Justice John J. Maclaren, D.C.L., LL.D., of the Court 

of npeeet for Ontario, Member Board of Trustees of 

the, Integaational Sunday School Association, Chair- 

cg, mae of pem perance Department. ~ : 

Family ‘worship has been a regular. practise in my child- 

hood home, and ever since. We have used varying systems 

' of selections, bat for the last. twenty years we have adopted 
the International Sunday-school readings. It is diffigult 
to. distinguish results of this from other religious influences. 
In the case of my.old home and our present home, the whole 
family (of four and three) became Christians under fifteen, 

Dr.: Frank: Woodbury, Dalhousie University, Halifax, 

N.. 5., Chairman Committee on Work in West Indies 
and Centtat America, of the International Sunday 
School Association. 

My early widowed mother or my brother daily brought 
our little family to God. We read and memorized selected 
passages. There were no»JAternational Lessons then. If 
deaf and blind from childhood, the Scriptures then learned, 
and the mighty answers to prayer observed, would have held 
me fast. I could not leave it out of my own home, It is 
the sif€et-anchor of personal and national righteousness. 

4 R. Pepper, Vice-President of the Union and Planters 

ank and Trust Co., Memphis, Tenn., Member of Les- 
son Committee of the International Sunday School 
AsSociation. 

Touching the matter of family worship in the home I 
would say that I believe very much of the laxity of the 
morals of the day is due to the neglect of family worship. 

I am happy to report that during my whole married life 
—now nearly thirty-seven years—beginning young. I have 
kept up the family altar, notwithstanding I have been a 
very busy, hardworking business man, _, 

Now that both of my children are married, and we all 
live together, our family worship is one of my chief joys 
and sources of strength. I use the Daily Home Readings 
of the International Sunday School Association, and find 
them very helpful. At times I have one of the children 
read the entire lesson, again two alternate, and again we 
all read verse about. Great possibility of blessing is bound 
up in the family worship in the home, 

H. M. Hamill, D.D,, Chairman Committee on Educa- 
tion, International Sunday School Association. 

The old traditions of the South in part continue as to 
family worship. With many the Bible is read, but without 
order or relevancy. My Home Department Quarterly 
aims to bring about the selected Bible readings, and to 
restore the daily ‘* home alt r’’ to families and individuals 
alike by Scripture reading and prayer. 

E. K. Warren, President Warren Featherbone Co., 
Chairman Executive Committee World's Sunday 
School Association. 

The value of family worship in the home I consider in- 
calculable. I know of no other use of the Bible or Bible 
study that can compare with it for immediate and lasting 
influence, From my earliest recollection family worship 
was observed in my father’s home, reading the Scripture, 
singing and prayer, twice daily. In my own home family 
worship has been observed for more than thirty years. We 
consider it the strongest family tie that exists that will hold 
our children in the years that are to come. 








| and persuaded others'to 
‘improving the four hundred mites of road 
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The Lesson Pilot 


By james M. Stifler 


Getting Started in Class 
oa J. Hill became associated with the 
St. Paul and Pacific ie yrs 4 the company 
was about $35,000,000 in . The ng 
'man Hill believed ‘that it could be made 








operation, ‘‘ he began the great work of extension, in 
which he never faltered, until inch by inch, rod by 
rod, and mile by mile, the shining rails had been 
laid from the waterway of the Great Lakes through 
Minnesota, Dakota, and Montana, and out to the 
shores of the distant Pacific.” There was no popula- 
tion to feed the line, but when the line was there the 
people came, and they found waiting for them a new 
empire with fertile plains that faily smiled a wel- 
come and an invita to settle. Thousands upon 
thousands of families are now living prosperous and 
contented lives upon those plains. This was the 
vision that Mr. Hill had seen rising up over the stag- 

ing array of miles of uninhabited prairie lands,— 
a vision that he had the faith and the courage to 
carry into reality. This is that faculty of the mind 
and heart that conquers the —- dangers of 
life, the terrors of the mind, heart, and body. Ex- 
actly the same result will follow faith expended on 
the spiritual desert as faith expended on the un- 
developed plain. 


The Teacher's Preparation 
[The references throughout are to other lesson articles in the Times.]} 


To-day’s lesson does not lend itself so well to an 
analysis, for it is one connected narrative. . The 
most profitable way with this sort of lesson is to go 
right through it, phrase by phrase, drawing the mean- 
ing from each in a sort of running question and com- 
ment. method. BUS RE ; : 

They came to the disciples. Dr. Sanders shows, 
in his opening para, apn the relation: between vis- 
ions and service, an fessor Clow's two opening 

aragraphs are on the same thought, as is also Miss 
Povett's a paragraph. hose questioning 
scribes are considered b 
verse 14, and by Dr. Sanders, paragraph 2. The 
amazement and salutations of the multitude are im- 
portant (Professor Riddle on v. 15 and Dr. Mackie, 
paragraph 1). Then comes the father’s description 
of his lad’s plight (Dr. Sanders’ third paragraph). 
The Boy’s-eye View opening is vivid. Observe espe- 
cially the hint here given as to demon possession 
among us to-day, and read also Mr. Wells’ paragraphs 
on this. Then Jesus sighs over the faithlessness of 
the disciples and the generation in which timey live 
reaps Riddle’s note on verse 19, Dr. Sanders’ 

ourth paragraph, Professor Clow’s third paragraph). 

Jesus speaks to the father to call out faith, for faith 
was necessary (Professor Riddle on vs. 23, 24, Pro- 
fessor Clow’s fourth and fifth paragraphs, Dr. San- 
ders’ fifth paragraph). Then comes the father’s cry 
for faith (Professor Clow, paragraph 6). And iast 
is the disciples’ question and Jesus’ answer (Dr. 
Sanders’ sixth paragraph, Professor Riddle on vs. 28, 
29, and. Professor Clow’s last paragraph). 


The Class in Session 

Between the transfiguration and this experience 
with a stout and obstinate evil spirit there is an un- 
dercurrent of combination. Jesus was fresh from 
what was possibly the most exalting of his spiritual 
experiences. He did not seek to prolong that rap- 
ture. As soon as it was completed they 

Came to the Disciples.—Jesus was not ‘‘ set up” 
nor isolated by his familiarity with heavenly things. 
The kind of spirituality that is afraid to soil its skirts 
by walking in the mud is false and rotten with pride. 
The multitude 

Were Greatly Amazed.—Their astonishment may 
have been at his sudden and unexpected appearance, 
or it may be, as has often been suggested, that some- 
thing of the shining countenance that illuminated 
Moses’ face clung to Jesus’ face as he came down 
from the mountain. 

One of the Muititude.—A multitude of people 
were there, but the center of it all was this one whose 
heart was torn with sympathetic agony for his son. 

1 Brought unto Thee,—Yes, he —— the child 
unte Jesus, but had found only nine disciples who 
were so little like their Master that they were impo- 
tent to help. 

And Wheresoever it Taketh Him.—From the de- 
scription, the demon-possessed boy evidently had 
epilepsy, in conjunction with which dumbness would 
not unnatural. Demon possession in the New 


+! and-saith, 
with you? how 


rofessor Riddle’s note on - 
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LESSON 9. DECEMBER I. THE LUNATIC BOY 


Mark 9: 14-29. Commit verses 28, 29 


Golden Text: And Jesus said unto him, If thou canst! All things are possible to him that believeth.—Mark 9 : 23 


Read Matthew 17 ::14-21; Luke 9: 37-42 


And when they came to the disciples, they saw a great. 
multitude about them, and s¢ribes questioning with them. 15 
Ard straightway all the multitude, when they saw him, were 
greatly amazed, and running to him saluted him. 16 And he 
asked them, What question ye with them? 17 And one of the 
multitude answered him, ‘Teacher, I brought unto thee my son, 
who hath.a dumb spirit ; 18: and wheresoever it taketh him, it 
1 dasheth him down : and he foameth, and grindeth his teeth, 
and pineth away : and I spake to thy disciples that they should 
cast it out; and were not able. 19 And he answereth, 
shall I =. with you? 
bees 20 And Mey t bim uaee poe BE w Re te 
m, straightway the t * tare him Vv y; an e 
on the nd, and wallowed foaming. 21 And he asked his 
father, How long time is it since this hath come unto him? 
And he said, From a:child. 22 And ofttimes it hath cast him 
both into the fire and into the waters, to destroy him: but if 
thou canst do anything, have com on on us, and help us. 
23 And Jesus said unto him, If thou canst! All thi are 
possible to him that believeth. 24 Straightway the. father of 


the child cried out, and said 5, I believe ; help thou mine un- - 


belief. 25 And when acy saw that a multitude came run- 
ning together, he re the unclean spirit, saying unto him, 
Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I cotmmand thee, come out of 
him, and enter no more into him. 26 And having cried out, 
and *torn him much, he came out: and ¢he doy became as one 
dead ; insomuch that the eed pew said, He isdead. 27 But 
Jesus took him by the hand, raised him up ; and he arose. 
28 And when he was.come into the house, his disciples asked 
him privately, * How is it that we could not cast it out? 29 
And he said unto them, This kind can come out by nothing, 
save by prayer 5. 

1 Or, rendeth him See Mt 7.6. *% Or, comvulsed See ch. 3. «6. 
8 Many ancient authorities add with tears. 4 Or, saying, We could 
not cast it out § Many ancient authorities add and fasting. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901,by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 
x 


Your Lesson Questions Answered 


The refi $ hi hs, 'b ber, 
UF che varlons lensverarticles te tule fees of che Times} 
Verse 14.—Who are meant Oe they ’} ?. Who are the 
scribes? (Riddle; Mackie, 1; Sanders, 2.) 
Versé 15.—Why were the multitude amazed when, they 


‘saw Jesus come, and why did they run to him and salute . 


him ? (Riddle ; Mackie, 1, 2; Class in Session, 3:) 

Verse 17.—Why did this man say, ‘‘ I drought unto thee 
my son’??, What. was a ‘‘dumb spirit’? (Riddle, 3, v. 
17; Class in Session, 5.) 

Verse 18-—How could a spirit have. this effect ? (Riddle, 
v. 18; Class in Session, 6.) 

Verse 19.—To whom did Jesus refer when he said, ‘‘O 
faithless generation’’? Why did he ask, ‘*How long 
shall I bear with you’’? (Riddle; Clow, 3; Class in Ses- 
sion, 8.) 

Verse 20.—Why did the spirit act thus when he saw 
Jesus? (Riddle.) 4 

Verse 21.—Why did Jesus ask this question instead of 
freeing the child of the spirit at once ? (Riddle; Clow, 6; 
Sanders, § ; Class in Session, 9.) 

Verse 23.—Just what did Jesus mean when he said, 
‘* All things are possible to him that believeth ’’? (Riddle, 
Clow, 4.) 

Verse 24.—How may the apparent inconsistency of this 
man’s answer be explained ? (Riddle ; Class in Session, 10.) 

Verse 25.—Was this a different multitude than that 
which was already present? (Riddle, ) 

Verse 29.—Does this imply that the disciples had not 
prayed when they tried to cast out the evil spirits? (Rid- 
dle; Clow, 7; Class in Session, 12.) 








Testament is clearly recognized by our Lord as. dis- 
tinct from what we count ee ea affliction ; 
and cases recorded are paralleled in modern experi- 
ence on the mission field. In our experience, how- 
ever, Satan’s attacks seem to take a different form. 
But the drunkard’s sickness and the roué's paresis‘ 
come ws oe’ J from obedience to him to whom they 
have yielded their members, and of whom Paul says, 
** his servants ye are.” 

And They were not Able.—Was that not an inde- 
scribable shame to them? Is it not always to the 
Christian who is not ‘‘able”? 

O Faithless Generation.—This is not said in the 
spirit of invective or indignation, but in pity and in 
soul weariness and sadness. ‘How can I bear it?” 
is what we say when one of our loved ones has given 
evidence of lamentable failure. 

And He Asked his Father:—For as soon as he ap- 
proaches the lad the convulsion of the epileptic came 
on him. We cannot fancy that Jesus would delay 
healing the lad a moment longer than needful, and 
his apparent motive for thus talklng with the father 
was the awakening of that spark of faith that seemed 
generally necessary to an act of healing. 

Help Thou Mine Undeilief.—This is: real faith, for 
it is both confession and appeal, and is a perfect ex- 


ences 


~ 


‘ ae NOVEMBER 16, wi- 







ample of that askin _ seekin , knocking, that always 
finds the opened dows. Bhi ee é 4 
1 Command Thee.—The em 


authority was. - And here lies hid a mystery, forwhy 
is the cof a ahr Master so patient to call out a 


little faith e speaks the healing word? Is it 
because without that faint link the spark of power 
cannot move? The rest of the h gz but shows 
-more clearly the ity of the evil spirit and the 
apupetearnranence of Jesus. And the lessen 
of all is Jesus’ answers to the disciples’ query as to 
wag they failed, 
a 


n Come Out by ng Save Prayer.—And 
that was the secret of their failure, and maybe it is 
the secret of the failure of many another situation 
that is distressing and obdurate. 


A Lesson 
There can be no doubt that the outstanding mean- 
ing of this passage of the Gospels is that spiritual 


power, the power to overcome and conquer evil, is 


generated b peyet: There is a quiet air of cer- 
tainty and -possession in Jesus’ attitude, and 
an air of finality in his brief, almost laconic explana- 
tion of their weakness. The office and position that 
we may occupy avails nothing, but our moral condi- 
tion avails very much. It may be that we have not 
yet begun to fathom the powers that are latent in us 
if we will but let them be utilized by frank and open 
contact with the Creator. We never yet have found 
a@ way to conquer moral evil except in this way, and 
it is a profound pity that we can have faith that will 
dig inter-oceanic canals and transcontinental rail- 
roads, and still stand helpless before the slum and 
the respectable adult unrepentant sinner: This is 
one of those great, direct, and unmistakable sayings 
of Jesus that grows greater as the ages roll on. 


Questions for Class Use 
1. Select three traits of Jesus’ character that are shown 
in this incident. , 
2.. Why--was the crowd amazed at seéing-Jesus? *1) <2): 
3. Why did thé father seem ‘not to: have very much con-' 
fidence in Jesus? eect spostt 
4. How did Jesus increase his confidence ? 
‘ 5. weet does Paul teach about servants of sin in Romans 
: 12-18? 
6. Why would the spirit of evil become violent at the 
presence of Jesus? 
7. Why were the disciples to blame for their failure ? 
8. What is the way to possess spritual power ? 


Other Teaching. Points 

There is generally a good deal of questioning and talk- 
ing when things have gone wrong. hen things are run- 
ning smoothly there is not so much talk about them. 

Some men have gone so far as to say that all sickness is 
from the devil. That is something we cannot prove, but 
this we do know,—that when men serve the devil by: in- 
dulgence, laziness, or vice, the body is sure to pay for it. 

If you are often weary of unreliable people, the victims 
of their own folly, bear in mind that Jesus suffered much 
more than you; and, more than that, observe that he went 
right on working with them and for them, We never 
accomplish anything by anger. or by resigning our task. 

Remember the powers Tikcatinns faith. ‘The spark of 
faith‘ that’availed for the boy came from his father, and not 
from him. - How many afflicted lives there are which 
might be saved by a little vicarious faith. 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
(Matt, 18 ; 1-14.) 


The men whom Jesus had collected and was train- 
ing for the great work of being his heralds after his 
resurrection were very ordinary men, genuine raw 
material. They understood so little of Jesus’ char- 
acter and Jesus himself that they quarreled among 
themselves as to the rank they should hold, just 
like children. One such quarre | wes Jesus an op- 
portunity to teach a lesson on the danger of conceit. 


1. Make a simple analysis of this passage, dividing it 
into three main parts and as many subdivisions as you think 
best. 

2. What did Jesus mean by advising us to become as 
little children ? 

3- What example can you give of the moral dangers that 
Jesus was speaking of in verses 7 and 8? 

4. What did he mean by that “eg wom of the lost sheep? 

5. See if you can discover in the lesson : 

When drowning is profitable. 
When to cut off a foot. 

Wher to pluck out an eye, 

How to receive one and get two, 
How to become truly great. 
How one outranks ninety-nine. 


Evanston, ILL. 


~ tween the hour of s 


_ the scene of sorrow .at the 
: Matural-sequence to'the glory of the: 


- incident burned into the 


LESSON FOR: DEC. 1 (Mark 9 : 14-29) 


“Hf Thou Canst Believe! 
By the Rev. Professor W. M. Clow, D.D. ‘ 


yAPHAEL has painted the Tran tation on 
oe soup and the scene at its foot ina 
single n the upper half we see Christ 

in. his ineffable . In the lower we are shown 


the staring multitude, the mocking scribes, the 
baffled disci and, in the midst of them all, the 
- anguished with his demoniac boy. The 


nter’s is to emphasize the contrast be- 
piritual rapture and the hours of 
stru 
up life’s ordinary day. That was a frequent ex- 


perience with Christ. There also we must follow his 


st 

Fat it may be questioned if Raphael rightly inter- 
prets the inner thought of the evangelists. ‘To them 
was a 
Service ld-follew prayer as inevitably as summer 
follows spring, or the day of toil succeeds the night 
of rest. e are ogee apes not only while we pray, 
but while we serve. To see Jesus in the midst of 
the crowd, moved with tender and compassionate 
solicitude, putting forth his power to heal, was to 
see this spiritual splendor moving on his face as 
divinely as'when he spoke with Moses and Elijah. 

A more thoughtful reading leads us past the con- 
trast between the moments on the mount and the 
work-a-day trials of life, and past even the pain and 


- sorrow of, men’s homes and lives, to the necessity 


and the omnipotence of faith. That was the truth this 


He was vexed at the 
unbelief of the. disciples, We can understand that 
unbelief, if we.think of those who have been trained 
in the observances of religion, and/ have a certain 
persuasion of God's love and care, but have fallen 
out of close touch with him. They have ceased to be 
confident:that he can heal the world’s evils, and cast 
out its devils. They can do nothing in, and by, his 
name, Jesus describes them as ‘‘a faithless genera- 
tion.” .Christ was vexed also at the unbelief of the 


| agonized- father who sought his child's healing. 


There are men who through ignorance, or through a 


sadly defective training, or because of some shadow- 


ing experience, have never. been assured of God and 
God's nearness and goodness. Like him also, it is 
often through some heartbreaking trouble, some 
eclipse of .the-sunshine.of the home, or some stroke 
which brings them low, that they face the imperative 
question of faith in a igs 3 and a loving 

ints where light falls all 

aith, 

We are shown, first, Auman helplessness without 
Jfatth. Jesus plainly expected his disciples to cast out 
this dumb spirit. hen ee had gone: out in their 
first early fervor the devils had been subject untothem. 
Here they are impotent. Their faith had failed. 
What is faith? It has been called the hand stretched 
out to receive, the pipe through which the blessing 
and the power of God visit us. But little help is 
given by mechanical metaphors for a spiritual.ex- 
perience. ‘Faith is assurance of things hoped for, 
a conviction of things not seen.” That is to say, 
faith is an attitude or disposition which is assured 
and convinced of God and of his love, It is the 
faculty which we use every day in our human rela- 
tions turned toward God and the world unseen. The 
little child who grasps its mother’s hand as it crosses 
the thronged and hurrying street, the man who sends 
his appeal for help to a well-known friend, the woman 
who rs the sacred sorrow of her heart inte an- 
other’s ear, all have frith. They trust an unseen 
world of love and sympathy, of care and power. So 
men trust God. Faith is vision.: It sees the invis- 
ibie. Faith is receptivity. It opens the mind and 
the soul to the message and the power of. God. Faith 
is victory. It ‘tovercomes the world.” But the 
man who iooks out on all the welter and weakness of 
life, who faces its mysteries and sorrows and deep- 
seated evils as these disciples faced this. devil- 

ssessed boy, without faith, are helpless. With 

aith; then and now, miracles are wrought, strange 
victories are won, f 

We are shown again Auman hopelessness without 
faith. This demoniac son had been a father’s heart- 
break, the shadow on the home, the despairing sor- 
row of all compassionate hearts. His father had lost 
hope as the years passed, and a prayer for the relief 
of death often trembled on his lips." ‘That hopeless- 
ness is the mark of all unbelief. Pessimists are 
always unbelievers. Those who know Matthew Ar- 
nold’s life can trace the deepening note of hopeless- 
ness in his ms as ‘‘ faith’s long-withdrawing roar” 
resounded in his soul. Those who knew the life of 
his father, Arnold of Rugby, can recall his contag- 
ious enthusiam, his inexhaustible energy, his far- 
seeing hope, as his faith rose to nobler convictigns. 
Whenever we become hopeless for the world, or the 
kingdom of God, or any fellow-man, or our own souls, 
we have failed in faith. 

We are sliown again the human response to the 
call for faith. In answering the sympathetic ques- 
tions of Jesus, put to quicken his sense of need, and 


touch this necessity of 


8 
thou 


le with strife and care and sorrow which make 


ir consciences. What moved: 
. Christ most deeply when he came down to the excited 
,.crowd-was human unbelief. 


The : 
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to arouse desire, the anguished father disclosed his 
unbelief. ‘‘If thou canst do anything.” With a 
wift, eager turn. Jesus catches up the man's ‘If 
canst do-’ with his appeal, “If thou canst be- 
lieve.” It was a call, a challenge, an ap Ina 
moment, as so often happens, the man’s soul was 
illumined. Christ’s reed stood out as clearly as the 
-noontide. . ‘‘ Lord, I. belie 


ve, help thou mine unbe- 
lief,” rang out on the silent air. Thus, to that faith, 
was given the blessing, The child lay still, dispos- 


wholly human, at his father’s feet. 

We are shown again that Auman powers receive. 
an omnipotent faith through prayer. There is no 
mention of fasting here. he Revised Version 
leaves out this added: word. The simple, yet coony 
mysterious, truth is that as we pray we receive that 
faith which can cast out all the devils which infest 
and plague the hearts of men. If the disciples had 
prayed, they would not have been impotent. 

Guascow, SCOTLAND. 


The Lesson’s Bible Dictionar 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. . 


IME—The day after the Transfiguration in the 
summer of A, D. 29. 
Place.—At the foot of Mt. Hermon, but there 
is nothing to indicate the exact locality. 

The Lunatic Boy.—The word ‘‘lunatic” occurs in 
the Authorized Version (Matt. 17: 15), but. the Re- 
visers have substituted *‘ epileptic,” since the symp- 
tons, in all,the accounts, are those of epilepsy. The 
term in Matthew is derived from ‘‘ moon,” and was 
applied to epileptics, because the intermittent attacks 
were su ed to recur under the influence of the 
moon, In the case of this boy there was continuous 
dumbness (ver. 17). It is not to be inferred from 
this that there was no real demoniacal possession. 
Ina number of instances recorded in the Gospels the 
symptoms manifested are those of some disease or 
defect, yet the writers distinctly indicate that the 
afflicted ones were possessed by evil spirits. More- 
over, in. Matthew 4: 24 “‘epileptics” are distinguished 
from those ‘‘ possessed with demons.” It would 
seem that the result of the’ ‘* pdssession” mani- 
fested itself in emsene the physical predisposition 
of the person possesse 


Light on Puzzling Passages Syrarp 

Verse 14.— When’ they. came?“ They” refets ‘to 
Jesus and the three disciples who had been with him 
on’Mt, Hermon.+Serides : 
The ‘‘ scribes " were the offi¢ial .expounders' of the 
Old Testament. The¥ were, as a rule, hostile to 
our Lord. On this occasion:'they had probably used 
the failure of the nine disciples to cure the epileptic 
boy (ver. 18) as a weapon against the disciples, and 
indirectly against their Master. 

Verse 15.— Were greatly amazed: \t is probable, 
but not certain, that there was something peculiar 
in our Lord’s appearance, perhaps the lingering 
effect of the Transfiguration. ‘‘Amazed” means 
‘struck with awe."—Sa/uted him: This implies a 
welcome. 

Verse 16.— What question ye with them?: While 
this was especially applicable to the scribes, it was 
addressed to the multitude in general, since ‘‘one of 
the multitude answered him.” 

Verse 17.—/ brought unto thee my son: This was 
his intention, though at first he had only reached 
the nine disciples. si 

Verse 18.—A dumd spirit: The effect of the pos- 
session was to make the boy dumb, hence the ad- 
jective is applied to the evil spirit. It was his only 
son (Luke g: 38). 

Verse 18.— Wheresoever it taketh him: The state- 
ments of this verse eggs | point to epilepsy. 
The evil spirit’s influence manifested itself in physical 
effects to which the boy was probably constitution- 
— predisposed. 

erse 19.—O faithless generation : This probably 
includes all those present, for all had lacked faith ; 
but the word ‘‘ generation” makes the phrase appli- 
cable to the race represented by those present.— 
How long shali I bear with you: Matthew inserts, 
‘* How long shall I be with you?” The saying indi- 
cates ‘‘holy impatience of their hardness of heart 
and unbelief.” (Alford). 


erse 20.— Straightway the spirit tare him griev-. 


ously: Or, ‘‘convulsed him.” The epileptic symp- 
toms appeared in extreme form. The ‘spirit had 
doubtless recognized Jesus, and acted with special 
malignity in consequence. 

Verse 21.—He asked his father: The delay in 
healing and this question were designed to develop 
and bring out the faith of the father, as the context 
shows. 

Verse 22.—7Zo destroy him: This may have been 
the malignant purpose of the demon, at all events 
the father:thought so.—// thou canst do anything : 
The man's faith is still weak. . 

Verse 23.—// thou canst: The father’s phrase is 
cited. The best authorities omit ‘‘ believe.” The 
quoted phrase is probably an exclamation : ‘‘ As to 
oe word, if thou canst, all depends on _ faith.” 


hou” is not emphatic, as it is not expressed in 


westioning with thems 


a 


the Greek.—A// things are possible to him that be- 
dieveth: The fundamental law of the Kingdom of 
God; the measure of faith is the measure of ability. 
But ‘all things” should be limited by the recog- 
nition of God's will, as Gethsemane teaches. 

Verse 24.—/ believe; help thou mine unbelief: 
The man’s faith is further awakened by our Lord’s 
challenge, but he is conscious that it is still weak. 
He makes a new plea, for when weak faith leads to 
prayer it becomes stronger. There is no real incon- 
sistency in the man’s attitude, as most Christians 
know from theirown experience. 

Verse 25.—A multitude came running together: 
Probably others came to join those who are referred 
to in verse 15.—/ command thee: ‘‘1” is emphatic. — 
Enter no more into him; The unusual command 
shows the malignity of the evil spirit. 

Verse 26.—He came out: The description in this 
verse, as in many similar cases, confuses, grammat- 
.ically, the demon and thé ~ b ; 

Verse 27. — Took him by the hand: The cure is 
now completed. : , : 

Verse 28.—We could not cast tt out: The in- 

uiry of the disciples is a naturalone. The reply in 

atthew is more full and suggestive, placing the 
emphasis on lack of faith. 4 indy 
erse 29.—T7his kind can come out by nothing, 
save by prayer: *‘ And fasting” is not well sus- 
tained, and in Matthew the corresponding verse is 
to be omitted altogether. The disciples had doubt- 
less prayed, but their prayer was not attended b 
sufficient faith, and probably not continued ami 
discouragement. 


~WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Last Resort.—/ brough! unto thee my son 
(v. 17). When -you don't know what else to do 
with an afflic son, do just what this man did. 
The other day I was going from Watertown, N. Y., 
to Dexter, when we passed a long brick building. 
** What place.is that ?'"I asked the jolly conductor. 
** Last place on earth,” he replied with a grin. It 
was the poor-house. Jesus Christ is also ‘‘ the last 

lace on earth’ (Psa. 27:10). But it is a great deal 

tter to have ‘him the first place on earth (Matt. 
6: 33). _Every ‘father should be a’ Christian for a 
hundred'réasons,*but a paramount reason is to have 
a place for a son. No father living can care for a 
son.. No father: diving is a match for the devil and 
the boy... ‘! It ' was Satan,” said a mother to her little 
boy, ‘‘ who:put it-into your head to pull Elsie’s hair.” 
‘* P’raps: it wuz,"’ said a F **but kickin’ her 
shins wuz my own idea.” The devil wants your 
boy. Hunts him day and night. Jesus Christ is 
the only refuge to save him. 


The Change.—/ spake to thy disciples,... and they 
were not able (v. 18). These disciples ‘‘ not able” 
were those not close to the Master—not of the inner 
circle. Those who had no& mountain-top, That is 
what is the matter with rhost of us. K great sick 
world lies all about us, and we do nothing because 
we do not get up high enough or in close enough. 
I knew a man who belonged to church, went when it 
didn’t rain or wasn’t too hot, paid his trifle for sup- 
port, believed in ‘‘the heathen at home,” and gave 
them nothing—a disciple ?—yes. Then one time he 
got on a mountain-top and saw and heard something. 

ou ought to see himi now. Folks are being cured 
and the gospel is being preached (Luke 4 : 18). 
What would happen if all Christians should get a 
transfiguration experience and begin to work at 
religion ?. Poorhouses, jails, and asylums would be 
emptied in a generation. Suppose, for example, that 
every. Christian was just kind. Think kindhess, 
speak kindness, do kindness. How would things go 
up your way? 


At His Regular Business.—7he spirit tare him 
v. 20). The agony of the poor fellow! When the 
evil gets into a human being he disfigures and de- 

stroys the body. Is it because the body is the image 
of God, and hell hates God? Satan's red hand of 
sin will mark the face, Satan's sharp nails of iniquity 
will destroy the flesh, No man who lives the pure, 
clean, joyous life of heaven contracts a torn body. 
Heaven builds the man more beautiful cs Jos Pa § 
Psa. 27: 4). Some day visit a liquor dealers’ con- 
vention and a layman’s missionary convention and 
study folks and faces. Compare bartenders and 
bank-clerks. Yet young men hang out the sign, 
‘* Heart to rent ; devils preferred.” Thousands of 
young men are saying to-night, ‘‘Come, Mr. Devil, 
and tear me, destroy my good namie, ruin my. self- 
respect, mark my face. Come and make me low and 
vile.” In every village and city, in every college 
town. splendid young fellows are courting and stand- 
ing in with Satan (2 Cor. 4: 4). 


Littles.—/ believe ; help thou my unbelief (v. 24). 
I eat; oe thou my poor appetite. I hope ;. help 
thou my “blues.” love; help thou my continual 
faultfinding! Jesus knows man, If we have 
just a little good, Jesus can use and multiply it. 
That society in New York which helps women help 
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themselves will do nothing unless a woman 
has some one good quality they can get hold 
of. They helped one poor woman to pros- 
perity because she knew how to fry potatoes 
splendidly. If you believe just a little bit, 
rat can help, and. bring you along. “I 

adn’t much confidence in that business prop- 
osition when I went in, but as it worked 
out I saw it was good, and put in all I had,’’ 
said Squire Philips tome, Heaven is one 
of the things that ‘*work out. good” and in 
which you will put‘*‘all you have.’’ ©‘This 
man has voiced the cry of thousands all down 
the centuries, Jesus takes our littles and 
makes them mickles (Matt. 17 : 20), 


* Satanic S -— This sg ee si 
out by nothing, save by prayer (¥. 29). 
sunbed different kinds of devils What 
kind is hanging around your front door? 
Well, back door, then? I am glad you have 
learried to say, ‘*Get thee behind,’ to 
Satan’s brood and keep them in the back 
yard with garbage-can and ash-barrel, Are 
the devils specialists? Does this account 
for their efficiency? (Matt. 13 : 39; 2 Cor. 
11 : 14, 15.). The Christian world has not 
yet awakened to the possibilities of prayer 
and | Communing with God—deny- 
ing self, The rum devil, for example, Sup- 
pose all who call themselves Christ’s should 
pray and fast for the casting out of ‘this 

ind.’’ Maybe this is why the rum-devil is 
so tearing this buy nation of ours, We dis- 
ciples are ‘‘not able’? Prayer and fasting 
would make us holy and healthy, and such a 
race can run devils out of anywhere. 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 
-g°: , 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. An important circular ex- 
plaining the acceptance of material, and the 
year's th calendar, will be sent for a-two- 
cent stamp. 


Hast Thou a ** This’? ?—AW/ things are’ 


possible to him that believeth (Golden 
Two sightless men came to my; Lord one 


ext), 


day, 
They had one need, one mighty prayer to 
pray. 4 
He heard, he saw, he knew what- was amiss. 
Then asked, ‘‘ Believe ye I am able to do 
this?” 


** This that ye ask: sis need, that every day 
Casts such an awful shadow o’er your way:: 
This that no other healing hand can touch : 
Believe ye that I can, in love, deliver such ?’’ 


They said unto him, ‘* Yea, we do believe.’’ 

** According to your faith ye shall receive,’’ 

My Lord replied; and, touching their blind 
eyes, 

He opened the dark doors and bade their 
sun arise, 


Hast thou a ‘* ¢his’’? A blindness that is 
darkening thy day? 

A river that obstructs thy onward way ? 

A mountain that refuses to remove ? 

What is the ‘* ¢4#s’’ to thee, the ‘ ¢his’’ thy 
faith to prove ? 


Believest thou my Master can, this hour, 

If he but wills it, in his grace and power, 

Deal with the very thing that baffles all ? 

Then tell him so, and from thy heart the load 
shall fall. 


—Anna L. Scott, Waverley, Mass. Quota- 
tion from William Luff, in The Record 
of Christian Work. 


Hudson Taylor’s Life Motto.— A// things 
are possible to him that believeth (Goldén 
Text). I remember so well Hudson Taylor 
coming to my church the first time I ever 
saw him. . He stepped on the platform and 
opened his Bible to give an address, and 
said, ‘‘ Friends, I will give you the motto of 
my life,’’ and he turned to Mark 11 : 22, 
‘* Have faith in God.’’ The margin says, 
** Have the faith of God,’’ but Hudson 
Taylor said it meant, **Reckon on God’s 
faith to you. All my life has been so fickle : 
sometimes I could trust, and sometimes I 
could not, but when I could not trust, then 
I reckoned that God would be faithful.’”’— 
Mary Watson, Hartford, Conn. From 
** The Soul's Ascent,’ by the Rev, F. B. 
Meyer. 


Three Shillings, and God.—A// chings 
are possible to him that believeth (Golden 
Text). ‘* With three shillings, Theresa can 
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do nothing; but with God and her three 
shillings, there is nothing she cannot do,’’ 
‘said Saint ‘Theresa, when she wanted to 
build an orphanage and bad but three shill- 
ings to begin with.—Alice M. Upton, Hart- 
ford, Conn. From The Record of Christian 
Work. 


For a Box of Paints.—4// (dings are 
possible to him that believeth (Golden Text). 
There is a man living in the City of New 
York who has a house on the Hudson River. 
His daughter and her bap d went to spend 
the winter with him, and in the course of the 
season the scarlet fever broke out. One 
little girl was put in quarantine, Every 
morning the old grandfather used to go and 
bid his grandchild ‘‘ Good-by ’’ before going 
to his business. On one of these occasions 
the little child took the old man by the hand, 
and, leading’ him to a corner of the room, 
without saying a word she pointed to the 
floor where she had arranged some small 
crackers so they would spell out, ** Grandpa, 
I want a box of paints,’’ He said nothing. 


On his return home he went to the room as. 


usual, His pense’, without looking to 
see if her wish had been complied with, took 
him into the same corner, where he saw 
dara out in the same way, ‘Grandpa, I 
thank you for the box of paints.’’ That was 
faith.— Emma C. Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 
From “ The Way to God," by D. L. Moody. 


The Old Net in the Old Pond,—/ spake 
to thy disciples, that they should cast it out; 
and they were not able (v. 18), ‘Did you 
ever notice,’’ said an old lady, smiling into 
the troubled face before her, ‘‘ that when the 
Lord told the discouraged fishermen to cast 
their nets again it was right in that same old 
place where they had been working all night 
and had caught nothing? If we could only 
go off to some new place every time we get 
discoutaged, trying again would be an easier 
thing. fr we could be somebody else, or go 
somewhere else, or do something else, it 
might not be hard to have fresh faith and 
courage’; but it is the same old net in the 
same old pond for most of us. The old 
temptations’ are to be overcome, the old 
faults to be conquered, the old trials and 
discouragements before which-we- failed yes- 
terday to be faced again to-day. We must 
win success Where we are if we win it at all, 
and it is the Master himself who, after all 


call failures, bids us ‘Try again.’ These 
disciples, who failed here in faith and power, 
after Pentecost were filled with power for do- 
ing just what they had failed to do in the old 
days,’’——-Mrs. H. D. Evans, Baltimore,. Md. 
From The Wellspring. The prise for. this 
week is awarded to this illustration. 


Believe and Climb.—J believe ; help thou 
mine unbelief (v. 24).- It was growing dark 
in the old barn, and to the child straying in 
out of the fading afternoon light it looked 
more shadowy still. But some one was mov- 
ing about in the hay overliead, and the little 
fellow came to the foot of the ladder and 
called: ‘Is you there, grandpa? I want 
to come up.’’ ‘All right, come along 
then,’’ was the cheery response, But the 
little foot placed on the bottom of the ladder 
paused, and a troubled face was lifted toward 
the dim loft. ‘* Grandpa, I can’t see the 
top step?’? A reassuring laugh answered ; 
** Pat your foot on the round where you are, 
little man, and climb up. The last step is 
here, and you'll see it when you get to it.’’ 
It was only the old lesson that we all need 
over and over again—the faithless cry we are 
always sending out to be allowed to see the 
end from the beginning, and the answer that 
in one way and another, by inspiration, by 
experience, is always coming to us: Climb 
from where you are. Take the step that is 
next above you, and wait for the one beyond 
to be revealed in its time. Believe and 


climb.—/untata Rohrback, Washington, 
D. C. From The Optimist. 
< 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister 
of the Anglo-American Congregation 
in Beyrout 


LL the multitude, when they saw him, 
were greatly amazed (v. 15). Christ’s 
miracles had shown that the power of 

the Almighty rested’ upon him, and his disci- 
ples had received the authority of their Mas- 
ter'sname. But by the pathetic failure of that 
day it seemed that either a limit had been 
set to the power of God, or that Beelzebub 
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these toilful, disheartening efforts that we |- 





had seen fit to withdraw the influence with: 
which he had entrusted his'agent. Each 
scribe seemed to be an Elijah taunting the 
priests of Baal, and the friends of Christ were 
rplexed." ‘the rabbinical explanation of 
esus of Nazareth is still the same,—that he 


‘was a wizard and a deceiver of the people, 


And running to him saluted him (v. 15). 
He had the status of a religious teacher, and 
had been absent, and before any questions 
could be put he must be offe the usual 
reverent salutation, the gesture of obeisance 
and the kissing of his hand by those who 
were nearest to him, and the customary 
words of benediction, Such salutations 
always contain some reference to God, and 
this sanctifies the intercourse, and prevents 
any malignant influence, On entering an 
Oriental store, however hurried the pur- 
chaser may be, or however trifling the in- 
tended purchase, his first word must be, 
** May your day be blessed,’’ and the answer 
will be, ** May Ge give you his blessing."’ 
‘Though the nrultitude that ran to meet Christ 
was in a state of extreme hustle and perplex- 
ity, there was still time for common courtesy. 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecyprt. 


*% 
Visiting the Lesson Scenes 
Eleven reg hs (or lesson pictures) will 
be needed for th rth-quarter, costing $1.84. 
‘Those who own the rorr material need only 
nine new ones, costing $1.50. ‘Those who have 
both 1910 na spat penal need on — 
hew ones ($1.34). e stereoscope roug 
which the pictures are seen in vivid Afclineness) 
is 85 cents. Stereographs, less than four in one 
order, 20 cents each. Postage or express is 
prepaid by the publishers on all orders. Send 
to ‘he Sunday School Times Company, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
T 
Philippi or at some mountain village 
near by that Jesus met the sick boy. The 
number 45 on our’map is attached to a little 
arrow pointing into the village which now oc- 
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WAS probably at the town of Cesarea 
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cupies the site of Cesarea Philippi, If. you 
take your stand on one of the low, flat house- 
roofs you can see just such people there to- 
day. Two.of the Banias housewives (they 
now call the place Banias instead of using 
its old Roman name) are up on the roof 
talking together. On tlfe ground below you 
see a couple of children,—young folks of 
much the same sort as the boy whom Jesus 
cured. Their cheap cotton robes are very 
like the clothes worn by Syrian boys nine- 
teen hundred years ago. It would be easy 
for such loose garments to catch fire (Mark 
9 : 22) if a sick boy fell near the heap of em- 
bers by which his mother cooks their broth 
and barley cake, Iron cooking-stoves are 
unknown here even to-day. 

When you looked across the village (stereo- 
graph for November 17) you saw how a 
mountain brook runs past the houses, Again 
you can understand how a lad subject to fits 
would be in danger whenever he went. near 
the edge of the creek. 

(Use a stereograph entitled «‘ Work and 
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Pep ipeia® Booths at Caesarea Phil- 
One New Plan Every Week 
The Touch of Novelty That is Needed 
for Successful Teaching 


By Anios R. Wells, Litt.D., LL.D. 


EMON - Possgssep Boys To-Day.— 
The poor boy about whom our lesson 


tells us was by a demon, 
The teacher will pe eragurey this means, — 
the epileptic body and the supernatural 
seizure of the mind. After the miracle lias 
been studied, it may be applied to.modern 
boys and girls in thefollowing way.. 

Tell the pupils that they are subject 
to evil influences from without,—influences 
from the spirit world as well as. from the 
workings of bad men and women, bad boys 
and gir . The ough in a different 
way from that f Bsr in our lesson—may 

by demons. You have 
written the names of some of. these demons- 
on slips of paper, which the pupils-will draw : 
the Passion Demon, the Vanity Demon, the 
Envy Demon, the Jealousy. Demon, the 
Cowardice Demon, the Worry Demon, the 
Lying Demon, You will distribute pencils 
and paper, and ask each to write’a little ac- 
count of the harm his demon does when he 
gets into.a life. ” 

‘To help them write, you will place before 
the class a large sheet of paper; on which 
the following questions have been written in 
large letters : How do we let the demon in? 
What does the demon do’when he gets in? 
What effect does the demon have after he 
stays a while? How can we'drive him out? 
How can we preventvhis ever ‘entering ? 

Still further, to stimulate the pupils, you 
may read this little essay on the Selfishness 
Demon : 

*¢ The Selfishness Demon gets into a.lifé 

little at a time, and when the boy (or girl, if 

ours isa class of girls) is not looking. 
Beery time the boy gets his own way when 
he ought not to have’ it, the Selfishness De- 
mon comes a little farther in, till at last he is 
all in and has control of the boy. Then,;he 
governs all the boy does. He > makes-Ahe 


} boy think first and only about his own pleas- 


ure and welfare, and never about those of 
others. The boy tries to get all good things 
for himself, and lives to get and not to give. 
So the boy becomés sanch disliked, and peo- 
ple avoid him and despise him. He does 
not get along well in the world, because no 
one wants to work with him or help him 
along. The only way to drive out the Sel- 
fishnéss Demon is to get into one’s heart the 
beautiful spirit of Christ, who loves every 
one, and tries to help every one, If the boy 
becomes a Christian early, the Selfishness 
Demon will not get in at all, 


AUBURNDALE, MAss, 
% 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
APrayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 


we cry, even as that father who came to thee. 
‘**I believe ; help thou mine unbelief.'’ Thou 
hast purposed a great work for each of us, and 
yet we have not entered into it to the full, be- 
cause of our unfaith, Oh, may we no longer 
be powerless and baffled, but able and compe- 
tent for the task of the hour, not because of our 
boasted energy and brain, but because of the 
freedom with which thou canst use us. Bring 
us into the continuing spirit of prayer, wherein 
we may hold communion with thee and receive 
thee in power and fulness. May we have no 
question about thine omnipotent power to an- 
swer the prayer of faith, and may we so live 
that our lives shall be open channels for the 
outflow of blessing ftom thee, In thy saving 
name we pray. Amen. 


the Lesson.— An American business 
man in illness and weakness came to believe 
that, although he had been a Christian, he 
was now a !gst soul, His discouragement 
was deep and and gloomy. God had, he 
thought, cast him off, and the present and 
future were dark, One night at the lowest 
tide in his illness and depression his physi- 
cian sat by his side and told him’ patiently 
what treatment he would give for each bodily 
trouble that beset the patient, Then the physi- 
cian said earnestly, ‘‘ And now we’ll go to 
the heart of the spiritual trouble.’’ So drop- 
ping down upon his knees beside the man, 
he prayed simply and definitely that the ter- 





tible thought of what the man supposed was 
his lost: condition might be entirely taken 
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LESSON FOR DEC. 1 (Mark 9 : 14-29) 


away from him. That prayer had a full and | 
glorious answer. 
dreadful burden of months had gone, andthe 
man was completely at rest in Christ once 
more. He could hardly find words to de- 
scribe his joy as he told his experience to the 
writer. ‘This kind can come out by noth- 
ing save by prayer.’’ Prayer breaks the 
bondage of such a as that. 

This chain that I have drawn on the board 
stands for such an evil-spirit bondage as that. ; 


‘And I have made.it a broken chain, because 


1 want to write across it the word prayer, so 

that our eyes shall hold this picture—as they 
will—of the chain of evil-spirit or demon- 
possession broken by the power that can 
and does break it. Are we in any such 
bondage? Is any one of our frie thus 
chained? How far have we gone in faith- 
filled prayer to get freedom? What is that 


‘Golden Text? Why not really wus that into 


practise? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


‘* Art thou. weary, art thon languid? jie 
‘*God moves in a mysterious way. 
‘*I heard the voice of Jesus say.’ 
‘* Lard, I believe ; thy power I own.’ 
** My faith looks up to thee,"’ 
**Out of my rs sorrow, and night." 
‘*'Take me, O my Father, take me.’ 
‘* The Great Physician now is here."’ 
aneme, = mn eee theses are to the metrical 
k ** Bible. Songs.”’) 

Pan 118 : 1-6 (238 : 1-4). 

Psalm 13 : 1-6 (19 : 1-5). 

Psalm. 123 : by ry (268 : 1, 2). 

Psalm 77 : 156 : 4-6). 

Psalm 56 : +: IIs: ~. 8, 9). 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEACHING.—Jesus went about 
doing, good, 
y Lesson Story. — Jesus healed the 
lunatic boy. 
Before the Lesson.—As this Sunday fol- 


lows Thanksgiving the opening service 
should be of that character. Tell what was 
done with the children’s offerings. Mention 


blessings for which wé should be daily thank- 
ful. Emphasize particularly good health. 


, Repeat songs of thanksgiving suggested last 


week... Mention cases concerning children 
who have never been well, the suffering of 
such children, and the anxiety of parents. 
Lead in to-day’s lesson story. (Study the 
parallel accounts in Matthew and Luke.) 
Introduction.—How many of you have 
been to public school every day since vaca- 
tion? If you keep well you may be able to 
go all year without missing. Have any chil- 
dren been absent? 


thank-him now. 

Parents and doctors and nurses do all they 
can to help children to get well and keep 
well. Sometimes children have an illness 
that comes back again and again. . I knewa 
boy about your age who loved playmates, 
and wanted to go to school, but he had 
spasms, or convulsions, sometimes, and. no- 
body could tell when he might have one. 
Because other children might be frightened 
he couldn’t go to school or Sunday-school 
after he was seven years old. His parents 
tried everything to help him to be well like 
other children, 

Lesson Story.—Long, long ago there lived 
a boy like that. His father heard about 
Jesus, who was going about doing good, — 
teaching, preaching, and healing, so he took 
his boy, his only child, to find Jésus. 

It was the very day that Jesus and three 
disciples had gone to the snow-capped moun- 
tain where they saw his glory. (Review 
briefly.) It seemed so wonderful on the 
mountain that Peter thought it would be 
good to stay. Jesus must have known that 
he was needed down below. 


in his work. 


As they came down the mountain toward | 


the city they saw a crowd gathered round 
the disciples who had been left below. How 


many? Near them were the father and his | 


Within a few moments the | 


Why? Do you ever |. 
thank God for keepmg you so well? Let us }. 


He had been | 
praying to his heavenly Father to help him | 
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How glad they must have been to see 
esus coming back to them, for the orgies 
n’t been able to help the boy! 
crowd ran toward Jesus, He asked what it 
all meant, so the father told him about his 
boy (v. 17, 18), and that the disciples couldn’t 


cure him, Jesus felt grieved, and said, 
‘* Bring him by me.”’ Just as they 
cach the fell on the ground in a 


ails asked, ‘‘ How long: has the 

sony troubled?’” The father answered, 

py Nea a child,’? and he told how. the boy 
had hurt and bruised himself by falling. 

The father knelt before Jesus, saying, 
**Lord, have’ me rey on us. If you can do 
anything, help us.’”’ Jesus said, ‘* All things 
are possible to him that believeth.” With 
tears in his eyes the father said, ‘* Lord, I 
believe, help thou mine unbelief. ys 

More people were crowding around to look 
at the poor sick boy. Jesus spoke, saying, 
**Thou dumb and deaf spirit come out of 
him, and enter no more into him.’’ The 
spasm passed, and the boy lay so still, so 
pale and cold, that some of the wh said, 
‘* He is dead.”’ Jesus took him by the hand 
and lifted him up, and he arose. (Show to- 
day’s picture.) What a glad thanksgiving 
there must have been when the father took 
his boy home well and strong like other chil- 
dren! I think they must have said over 
and over, ‘‘O give thanks unto the Lord, for 
he is ”? 

As Tons with his disciples went into the 
housé they d to be puzzled about it all. 
I wonder if they had forgotten what hap- 
pened once before in the house of Jairus the 
ruler. (Show the picture for August 138. 
Recall the incidents. Emphasize the faith 
of the parents, and repeat to-day’s Golden 
Text.) Jesus took that girl’s hand, and 
lifted her up, and that home was full of 
thanksgiving. 

The disciples should have remembered 
also about the daughter of the Greek woman 
(see lesson and picture for October 20). That 
girl had been sick a longtime. Because the 
Greek mother believed, her little daughter 
was made well. 

Surely those two girls and that boy must 
| have thanked God évery day, and their par- 
‘ents must have thanked him, too. 

When. alone with, Jesus in the house the 
disciples asked, ‘‘ Why couldn’t we cure that 
boy?” Jesus answered, ‘Only by prayer 
can such things be done.’’ In closing, a*few 
children may respond in a sentence of thanks- 
giving for health and strength, or repeat in 
concert a sentence or two after the teacher. 

Hand-work.—Copy, ‘*O give thanks unto 
the Lord, for he is good.’’ 

Home-work.—Show kindness to children 
or any one not so strong and well as we are, 
and pray for them, 


Cuicaco, ILL, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


I, Powerless Disciples. 
II. Powerless Christ. 








UR chief aim is.to impress the lesson 
that it is a girl’s own fault if she is a 
powerless disciple and has a power- 

less Christ for her Master. The only ‘if’’ 
of Jesus is, ‘* If how canst.’’ 

Did you ever have something happen 
which caused you to feel elated and happy, 
and then have something suddenly occur 
which made you discouraged and sad? This 
is what happened to-Jesus. Contrast the 
experiences of the Transfiguration with to- 
day’s lesson. On that occasion there was 
glory, péace, and faith; to-day we have 
humility, argument, and unbelief. Last 
week we studied a sunlit mountain-top 
lesson ; to-day’s is a.shady valley. 

I. Picture the return of Jesus and the 
arguing group of sneerin harisees and 
| chagrined disciples. Recall that the Phari- 
| sees had asked once before for a special sign 
and Jesus had refused. Note that the 
** couldn’t”’ of this occasion would. be looked 
upon as the reason for Jésus’ refusal. The 
powerless disciple is. a stumbling-block. 
Note that the seeming victory for the Phari- 
| sees was due to powerless disciples. 
| the reason for the lack of power. A. power- 
less disciple indicates little’ faith and less in- 
| fluence.* Without Jesus we can do nothing. 
| What makes a powerful machine? A power- 
ful man? A powerful Christian? Girls 








lunatic boy, who was deaf and dumb and | without much muscle can still be powerful 


had. spasms sometimes. Some scribes had 
crowded. near to ask questions. 


in Christ’s kingdom. 
I]; Did you ever have the sewing-machine 


Note | 





refuse to work, and then find out that it was 
because some tiny screw or piece was out of 
place? To-day a tiny word out of place in 
a father’s mind prevented his demented son’s 
cure until the father realized that the mis- 

laced word belonged to Aim, and not to 
peed. he had supposed. Later I'll ask 


t| you what word was misplaced and why it 


made Jesus powerless. 

What question did Jesus ask on his arrival ? 
Who answered? didn’t the others 
answer? What was the father’s story? 


‘With what word did he first greet Jesus? 


With whom did he ‘connect it? What 
caused him to use ‘*if’?? Where was his 
error? Mark and memorize Mark 9 : 23. 

Note Jesus’ repetition of the father’s words. 
What did he wish the man to learn? Why 
did it depend on the man himself? Lead 
the girls to see how the ‘* if’’ was misplaced, 
and how we frequently misplace it in our 
thoughts atid prayers. Those ‘‘if’s” of 
ours make a powerless Christ. Illustrate 
Matthew 23: 

Recall how Jesus said ** If shou canst’’ to 
James and John when their mother requested 
places of honor for them in his kingdom. 

‘If thou canst,” Christ can reveal his 
power in you. 

** Tf thou canst,’’ Christ can gladly use you 
for.great things, 

“Lf thou canst,"’ there are unsearchable 
riches in Christ for you, 


Home Work on the Next Week’s Lesson 


Read Matthew 17 : 22-27. Why did 
Jesus pay this temple tax? 

Read Matthew 18 : 1-7. 
disciples arguing about ? 
show concerning them Me 

Read Matthew 18: 1-7. In what way is 
a child an example to a Christian ? 

Read Matthew 9 : 33-37- What is the 
difference between the faith and. obedience 
of a child and of an adult?. What does 
**held their peace ”? mean ? 

Read Luke 9 : 46-48. What.makes a 
man great? How does Jesus teach us to 
become great ? 

Read Mark 10 : 13-16; Luke 18.: 15-17. 
Contrast Jesus’ estimate of children with the 
heathen estimate,, particularly of girl babies. 

Read Mark 18 : 1-7. What Kose were 
the disciples taught, by a child? . 

PHILADELPHIA, 


What were the 
What does this 


” 
A Boy’s-Eye View of the ieded | 
By Pucker 





Pucker’s ‘* Views ’’ are not only readable, 
but they give a very definite teaching plan, 
show how to grip the boys’ attention, bring 
out: the: spiritual truth needed by boys, 
suggest object-lessons, illustrations, and 
blackboard diagrams, and assign home- 
work.—The Editor. 











os HiAT ‘was the crowd down at the 
depot the other night, Charlie? ’’ 
began teacher last Sunday, 

**Man hada fit,’’ spoke up Bumps, 
you see him?’”’ 

** No,’’ answered teacher, ‘‘ but the crowd 
reminded me of to-day’s lesson. 

‘*Did the boy in the Bible act like that 
man?” asked Bumps. 

*¢ You read it for us and see,’’ said teacher. 
So Bumps read it out loud. 

‘¢ Yep, it was the same kind of a case,’’ he 
said, ‘‘ and it sure must be awful, especially 
in a boy.’’ 

** What caused this boy’s fits?’’ was the 
next question. 

‘*The devil!’’ hollered Bulldog. He 
didn’t mean it for a bad word. He was just 
answering. 

**Does the devil ever possess people 
now ?”’ asked teacher. 

** Not like that,’’ spoke up Fred. 

*¢]’m not so sure,’’ answered teacher. 
*¢ Over in China there have been cases very 
much like this; and the missionaries and 
Chinese pastors have cast out the demons in 
Jesus’ name, It doesn’t seem to happen 
just like that in our country, but most cases 
of insanity come from people giving way to 
their mean tempers or their appetites and 
passions. And isn’t that being ruled by 
Satan, even if he works in a different way 
than with this boy?” 

** Why did the "rather bring his boy to the 
disciples ?’* he asked me. 

‘He couldn’t find Jesus,” I said, ** him 
being up on the mountain yet; and anyhow 
the disciples had cast out devils before.’ 

(Continued on next page) 
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ublished in the 
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_ exact language of 
the Bible itself, 
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best translation, 
the American Stan- 
dard Version. 


ted to the author by 








The idea was 
the desire of her children for Bible stories 
“just as they are told in the Bible.’’ 


The Sunday School Times says 
“It is just this kind of book tt that many 
arents have wanted to use in reading the 
ible with their children ; and the children 
will not be the only beneficiaries of the fine 
work that Mrs. Robertson has done."’, 
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- Books for Christmas. Gifts. 


‘There is a peculiar dignity attached to the gift of 
a book, that is in no way affected’ by the price.’’ 


A Book that is Attracting Wide Notices 


Reasonable Biblical Criticism 


By Wits J. Beecner, D.D, In this 
work Dr, Beecher gathers up the history 
of biblical criticism in recent years, selects 
the significant tendencies, analyzes them, 
and with utter fairness and full con- 
sideration of the value of both the higher 
critical and the ultra-conservative positions, 
brings the reader face to face with most rea- 
sonable conclusions with regard to the whole 
question, It is a book of great importance, 
and will undoubtedly do much to help the 
everyday Bible student to solid ground, 
$1.50. 


Mr, Sankey's Own Life Story and 
His Story of the Hymns, 


My Life and the 
Story of the Gospel Hymns 


By Ira D, Sankey. This book contains 
Mr. Sankey’ s story of his own life, and tells 
the stories of scores of gospel hymns—how 
they came to be written, or the incidents of 
their use all over the world. 24 illustra- 
tions ; 410 pages. $1.50. 


Meets the Need of Every Bible Student. 


A Dictionary of the Bible 


(Third Revised Edition.) By Joun D. 
Davis, Ph.D., D.D:,;- LL.D., inceton 
Theological Seminary. Recognized as one 
of the best single-volume Bible dictionaries 
published, this third revision increases the 
practical utility of the work, enlarging and 
greatly enriching it. The many new full- 
page illustrations and the accurate and schol- 
arly maps form a strong feature of the work. 
Attractively bound in blue cloth with gold 
cover stamping. $2.75, postpaid. 


An Account of the Bible Versions, 
Texts and Manuscripts. 


The Ancestry of Our English Bible 

By Pror. IRA M. Price, University of 
Chicago. A scholarly treatment of the story 
of the various versions of the Bible. Pro- 
fusely illustrated. Widely used as a text- 
book. Equally suited to the reference library 
of the every-day Bible student. $1.50, 


Bible Scenes and Customs Made Real. 


Studies in Oriental Social Life 

By H. CLay TrumBuLt. A rich fund of 
sidelights on Bible characters and customs 
as studied in the life of the East by a keen- 
eyed American scholar who knew how to 
see and say the things that every one wants 
to know about Oriental customs, $1.50. 


A Physical Review of Some of the Greatest 
Events and Characters in Human History. 


From the Nile to Nebo 

By FRANKLIN E, Hoskins,, D.D., Syria 
Mission, Beirut. A Discussion of the Prob- 
lem and the Route of the Exodus. This 
book is the outgrowth of a life plan of the 
author to study the Bible where it was pro- 
duced, to read its stories and review its 
events where they occurred. A residence 
of twenty-eight years in Syria has given him 
an exceptional knowledge of the people and 
customs, and afforded opportunities for re- 
peated journeys to all parts of the Holy Land. 
The book is the. result of a 1900-mile jour- 
ney, including the route of the Exodus from 
Egypt, through the Sinaitic Peninsula, Mount 
Seir, Edom and Moab, Ammon and the 
Jabbok, to the Jordan ‘and Jericho, The 
book is beautifully illustrated with 85 half- 
tones, contains 366 pages of type matter, 
and will be of great interest to every Bible 
student, . $3.00. 


These books are all postpaid at the advertised prices. 
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**Why didn’t they cast out this one?” 
said teacher, 


faith was due to wee af prayer. Boys,” 
he went on, ‘‘ whenever we let up on our 
ying we get weak. I.don’t dare start out 


pra 
‘| the day without asking God to keep me, and 


you ought not to.’’ 

** What does that mean about fasting?”’ 
asked Fred. ‘*Ought Christians now to 
skip a meal or two every week ? ”’ 

' ‘Teacher had us- run a race to see who 
would. find Mark. 2: 19 first, where Jesus 
said the disciples didn’t need to fast, “+ Not 
the outward expression, but the spirit of 
ped a in the heart, is what Jesus 
meant,”’, he ‘* Their, rebellion: 
against Christ’s being sacrificed had killed 
as spirit of prayer and so weakened their 


Then he reached in the drawer of our 
table and pulled out Fred’s bicycle pump. 
** Goin’ to pump us full of hot Me; ¥ 

pered Bulldog. 

‘Teacher smiled and said, ‘‘ Here, “George, 
put your finger over the end of the tube and 
see how. much pressure you can get.’’, 

Bulldog grinned and pumped a few licks, 
but the thing wouldn’t hold air, so he quit. 

** What’s the matter?’’ asked teacher, 
like he was surprised, 

‘* Sucker don’t stick,” said Bulldog, dis- 

gusted. 

**Does it depend on the sucker sticking 
to the cylinder?” asked teacher. 

‘* Sure thing,’’ says Bulldog. 

Then teacher unscrewed the pump, and 
showed he’d put a chunk of wood alongside 
the sucker so it wasn’t airtight. ‘* Boys,’’ 
he said, ‘‘ we must stick close to Christ. If 
we let any little sin or wilfulness creep in 
between” us. and him, Praying | doesn’t seem 
to do and we soon give it up, just 
as George did the pumping... Then, ;our 
faith grows weak, and we have no spiritual 

r to influence others to Christ,’’ 

He told a story about how once he 
wouldn’t take a Sunday-school class that he 
knew he ought to take, and how he didn’t 
feel like praying nor going to church nor 
anything, till he gave up and took it. 

‘** Giving up our way to Christ’s way,’’ he 
went on, ‘‘is the best kind of fasting, and 
when we have that surrendered Spirit, prayer 
will be easy and faith strong.” 

He had Bumps put on the board. 


USEFULNESS 


is- 


POWER 
FAITH 
PRAYER 
SURRENDER 


- 


‘¢That’s the Christian stairway of life,’’ 
he said. ** Be sure not to miss the first step. 
It all rests on that.’’ 

** What did the disciples do with this hard 
case in the lesson, George ? ’’ asked teacher. 

‘* Turned it over to Jesus,’’ was the an- 
swer. 

** What did Jesus say to the scribes who 
had been laughing at the disciples ?’’ came 
next. 

‘* He said he’d ’tend to their case him- 
self,’? spoke up Bumps. 

** Yes,’ smiled teacher. ‘+ He took the 
battle on himself, just as George did last 
week when he stepped in front of the boy 
who was teasing a little girl, and said, ‘ Pick 
on some-one your size.’ ’’ 

Bulldog actually blushed, and Skinny 

unded him on the back. I’d like to know 

ow teacher finds out all we do. 

The bell rang right then, and teacher said, 
** Remember, boys, turn every temptation 
and trial over to Him. He’ll fight our battles 
and win our victories.” 

Next time we have to each bring in a def- 
finition of- humility; get it anywhere we 
please, * 


Have you Croscup’s ** Historical Charts of 
the Lifeand Ministry of Christ’? Price $2, 
postpaid. Sent *‘on approval” if you wish, 











Srom The Sunday School Times Company. 
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The Study Club 
By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


The Lunatic Boy 
(Mark 9: 14-29; Matt. 17.: 14-20; 
Luke 9 : 37-43). 


| to return tothe valley below. Wecan 
never stay on the mountain-tops of ex- 
altation, desirable as they may be. There is 
a world es we must rejoin. 
Not even Jesus and the three could do their 
work by rem on the mountain. ‘They 
could do so in spirit, as we’ can; but their 
lace of real vantage was amidst their fel- 
ows who were in need of them. 
They found the disciples in trouble, sur- 
rounded by an eager multitude, headed by 
some inquisitive and, no doubt, embarrassing. 


scribes. These tribunes of the le were 
their normal mentors and in mat- 
ters of faith. ‘They had-a right to ask ques- 


tions of the most seatching sort. 

‘The difficulty was voiced, not by: the 
scribes, and ‘still less by the dis" 
ciples. It was a father who unfolded the” 
matter to Jesus, whom he ear res Lae 
thankfulness and assurance. 
the Master for aid, the parent ‘eutiared ed 
his boy was subject to epileptic attacks, as 


Matthew 17: 15 specifies and as Mark 9: 18 - 
implies. Apparently the boy was also un- 
able to use his vocal organs in coherent 
speech. . The father ex Rined the boy's 


es, when an ieee. seizure came 
upon him, as due to the malignant influence 
of a demon, | The affliction is a terri: le 
one, entailing constant watchfulness lest the 
one affected may be injured. ‘The descrip- 
tions in Mark 9 : 18, 20, 22 are lifelike, 

Jesus was touched in his heart by tlie 
father’s *despairing plea, but he could not 
restfain a sigh when neW evidences of 
the spiritual sluggishness of the best of his 
followers and friends came home to him. 
They had already (Mark 6: 15 ; Luke g : 6) 
had an experience which should have given 
them confidence. 

Jesus drew the father on in kindly fashion 
to urge his lové and plédge ‘his* faith, and 
then healed the boy. The scene made a 
} deep impression on the beholders.’ ‘The | fetal 

a@roxysm was so vidlent ‘that the boy lay 
inert, but Jesus soon restored him to his 
father, perfectly cured. 

The power of Jesus to heal was no acci- 
dent or temperamental gift. It cannot be 
explained in any satisfying way except asa 
special power, which he declared was within 
the reach of his disciples. . Only, however, 
those who were sincerely and triumphantly 
men of faith could have the power. 

Those, like the Twelve, who are enabled 
to see truth which the average man over- 
looks or fails to understand, incur thereby 
great responsibilities in leadership. 


WASHBURN COLLEGE, TOPEKA, KANSAS. 





For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 





November 25 to December 1 


A STRIKING reality in the life of Christ 
was his belief in those about him. He 
saw in men that which others did not 
see. A fickle, careless, swearing fisherman 
became the stable, dependable Peter. A 
dishonest publican, self-centered and grasp- 
ing, e his trusted Matthew. Zacchzus 
the penurious became Zacchzus the philan- 
thropist. Saul of Tarsus, the bitter oppo- 
nent, became the fearless defender. 

History has reiterated: this power of Christ. 
He has believed in men from the beginning. 
He believes in them now. He does not see 
merely what man has been, but what he may 
be. As one has said so feelingly of late, 
**If we could but see in men what Christ 
sees in them, we would work with all our 
hearts to win them to him.”’ Nothing in 
the active advance in the church of God, or 
in her thorough organization, can begin to 
mean so much as the personal touch with the 
individual soul. The transforming power of 
the Cross is a wonderful evidence of Christ’s 
life to-day, a miraculous element in present- 
day Christianity. ‘‘ Beholding as in a mir- 
ror the glory of the Lord,’’ men are trans- 
formed. Let us all aim to believe in men, 
and see in them what Christ did when he 





won them to himself, 

















LESSON FOR DEC. 1 (Mark: 14-29) 


Mon.—Mark 9: 1429, The Lunatic Boy. 
A workingmen’s Bible class met in one. of 
their own homes; an imbecile son sat with 


them, One the father turning to the 
others said, ‘‘ Wife and I would give all that 
we possess, and start life over if our 
boy Charles could look into his mother’s 
one re eee” oh a Meg Blasts oh 
added, ‘‘for forty-five years 
sever “hockeel: into Father’s face and 


called him Father until he saved me a year 
or two ago.”’ 


Our loving Father, wilt thou help us to 
acknowledge thee as our Father, that we may 
give first place to thee in our lives. May we 
remember that thou hast promised that even 
those who are afflicted and limited may re- 
ceive normal strength tf believing faith will 
wait before thee. May our faith be more 
intense and real, In thy name we ask it. 
Amen. 


Tues.—Matt. 15: 21-28. The Power of Faith. 
This poor woman was not proud, but she 
was filled with faith and with love. Belief 
in God, and love for her daughter. Christ 
answered her with a test. She did not lose 
‘her temper. She loved her child too much, 
and valued the power of Christ too much for 
that. Her faith and love were regarded. 


Most gracious and loving Father, we 
thank thee that Jesus Christ had an ear 
open to the needs of humanity. We thank 
thee that he spoke with frankness to all those 
whom he helped. We thank thee that he 
gave his best self to those who needed him. 
Wilt thou teach us. this lesson of humility 
and faith in this wonderful lesson of heal- 
ing. Weaskitin thy name. Amen, 


Wed.—Jas. 1: 2-8. Trial of Faith. 

Patience is a word we do not all enjoy. 
It has good relatives. It is found here associ- 
ated with joy, faith, affection, completeness, 
and efficiency. An impatient man manifests 
littleness in his irritability. Faith runs 
smoothly, and is a manifestation of greatness 
of soul. 


Help us, O God, to be able to depend upon 
thee in.our moments of trial and perplexity. 
,May we. look with joy and faith into all 
| Sife’s experiences, realising that patience and 
well-doing, belief, and confidence in thee, 
will enable us to do successful and complete 
work. We ask it in Chris?s name. Amen, 


Thurs.—Rom 8: 31-39. Conquering Faith. 
These verses in Romans have a heroic 
sound. Ifa warrior desired a motto for his 
shield, he could have no better than this, 
‘*If God is for us, who is against us?’’ 
There is a climax in the closing words of 
this eighth chapter which is one of the finest 
of all literature. Through Jesus Christ faith 
conquers, and always has, and.always will. 
Almighty God, our Father in heaven, we 
thank thee that thou art the victor over un- 
righteousness. May we realize that nothing 
can separate us from the love of Christ. May 
we be able to say, ‘‘In all these things we 
are more than conquerors through him that 
loved us;’? and may our daily lives show 
victory in little things. In thy name, Amen, 


Fri.—1 John §: 1-12. Victorious Faith. 

This word ‘‘Overcome”’ is one of the 

rime words in God’s vocabulary. ‘* Blessed 
is he that overcometh.’? The man who is 
‘s Begotten of God overcometh the world.’’ 
And what is the victory of overcoming but 
the victory of faith. This was Paul’s great 
slogan, He said, ‘‘I can do all things 
in him that strengtheneth me.”’ 

Our Heavenly Father, we thank thee that 
thou art @ victorious leader, and that we 
are begotten of thee. It is wonderful to 
know that the son begotten of such a Father 
must overcome the world. May we have the 
hind of faith that gives us assurance in the 
little things of everyday life; home, school, 
and business. For thy sake. Amen. 


Sat.—Eph. 2: 1-10. Source of Faith. 

A faith which is based upon work is. not 
faith at all. We do not believe because we 
do; but we do, because we believe. ‘We 
are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus.’’ ‘* By grace have we been saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves.’’ 
We must accept with assurance the gift of 
Christ. 

We thank thee, O Lord, that thou hast 
made such wonderful provision through 
Jesus Christ, thy son, for our weaknesses and 
for our sins. Thou hast given to us the 
Sree gift of grace. May we accept it with 
belief and conviction, knowing that thou art 
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able to do through us that which we could 
never do ourselves. For thy sake. Amen, 


Sun.—Rom. 5: 1-11. Peace through Believing. 


The doubtful heart shows itself in the face. | 
looks of anxiety | 


Wrinkles and frowns and 
take the place of calm, deliberate, conscious 
strength. We are justified by believing. 
This is such a. wonderful truth ; why not let 
it make its impress upon our hearts? Then 
we can rejoice with tribulation and work 
with steadfastness. 


Our gracious loving Father, we thank 
thee for a faith which is dependent upon thy 
grace and thy strength. May it make us 
joyful in thy service every day. With 
steadfastness and industry may we reveal to 
others the very assurance of our lives, and 
trust thee as little children trust those whom 
they love. In Chris?s name, Amen, 





The Young People’s | 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, December 7, 1912 


Missionary Achievements, and What I 
May Do (Phil. 2 : 1-16). Mission- 
ary Consecration Meeting. 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—A city saved (Jonah 3 : 5-10). 
‘luUES.—Dead ‘souls quickened (Ezek. 37 : 

I-14). 
WrED.—Prison missions (Acts 16 : 19-31). 
‘THURS. — Missions to kings (Acts 9 : 10-16). 
Fri.—Personal work (Acts 8 : 26-40). 
Satr.—I can stand by (2 Tim. 4 : 9-12). 











Relate one missionary achievement. 

What influence have missionaries had on 
civilization ? 

What may you do to help? 


si HE best commentary yet written on 
the Bible is the missionary record of 
the last century,” writes Dr. Jones 
in ‘*The Modern Missionary Challenge’’; 
‘**It is a suggestive fact that it has-been left 
to our age to discover the Bible as a mission- 
ary book, and to interpret its deepest thought 
and highest sentiments in the language of a 
missionary manifesto. It is also a striking 
fact that some of the most inspiring mission- 
ary texts and the most confident prophecies 
of the universal prevalence and dominion of 
the Kingdom of God are found in the Old 
Testament, in connection with the life and 
history of the Jews—one of the narrowest 
and most exclusive people of our race.”’ 
% 
In the Japan Year Book for 1909 we read: 
*‘It is a significant fact that by far the 
greater part of private charity work of any 
large scope is conducted by Christians, both 
native and alien, and that the part played 
by Booddhists in this direction is shamefully 
out of proportion to their number.’’ 


In the “* Indian Social Reformer,’’ a peri- 
odical published in Bombay, is the following 
appeal from an Indian society: 

** There are millions of widows in India; we 
want specially to carve out useful careers for 
them and generally to utilize the raw material 
of humanity now wasted. If it is patriotic to 
manusacture our own cotton and wool, is it 
not even more patriotic to manufacture our 
own human raw material into daughters of 
God and sisters to humanity? Foreign Mis- 
sions spend nearly a crore [ten millions] of 
rupees on India. Will you not help the Seva 
Sedan to help the women of India ?’’ 

The society unites Hindoos, Mohammed- 
ans, Sikhs, and Parsees. It owes its ex- 
istence to missions, which are revealing to 
the world the Christian ideal of service. 

% 

‘Industrial work had progressed so rap- 
idly at Elat, West Africa, that the missionary 
asked for a saw-mill,’’ says Dr. A. W. Hal- 
sey. ‘* The engine for this mill, in the course 
of transportation into the Kamerun country, 
broke through a bridge. ‘The natives won- 
dered how this huge mass of metal could be 
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What Shall Be Your 


Preparation for Teaching. 
the Old Testament in 1913 ? 


The coming year in the study and teaching of the 
International Uniform Lessons will furnish wonderful 
opportunity for fundamental teaching concerning many 
Old Testament events and . problems. 


Preparation for this work and opportunity cannot be 
too thorough or too well grounded. 


The Sunday School Times purposes to provide for its 
readers the ripest results of conservative Christian scholar- 
ship in dealing with these lessons. 

What you teach in the coming year to your pupils 
can hardly fail to have an abiding influence upon their 
attitude toward the Scriptures. To the extent to which 
you feel this responsibility you will wish to engage in the 
most careful preparation which reverent modern scholar- 
ship can make available for you. 

The Sunday School Times desires to have the privi- 
lege of furnishing to you and all your fellow workers in 
the Sunday-school this important material through its - 
week to week issues. 

Specimen copies may be had for the asking by those 
who would like to acquaint their friends with the paper. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States and 
Canada. ‘I'hese rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 
$1.00 separate Tedcosrcate in a pack- 
age to one address, $1.00 each, per year, 


One copy, or any number of 
$1 -50 copies less than five, $1.50 each, 
per year, 


One copy, five years, $6:00, 

One free y addi- 
Free Copies jicnai will besllowed 
for every ten copies paid for in « club at the 
$1.00 rate, 


The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 


for, i by special request. ’ 
cope the 
qusble tlt it coachers Yo school co tach Semilt 
be sent free upon application. 
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A Message from 
Mount Lebanon 


The Story of a Syrian Girl 
- By Layyah A. Barakat 


To read some life-stories is to be allowed 
to go behind the scenes and see how God 
works, That he works with inexpressible 
love and power is wonderfully revealed in 
this story of a Mount Lebanon girl. 

It is a great-lesson for lives that chafe over 
the obstacles in their way, ‘here are few 
of us that have greater obstacles. in: -our 
course than Layvah Barakat had, ‘Even as 
a baby girl, in time of massacre, her mother; 
fleeing for her life, was urged to abandon 
 Layyah as ‘‘nothing but a girl,’’ and save 
the boy if possible. Years later another 
massacre seemed to fling Layyah, now a 
mother herself, with her dear ones, out in 
helpless homelessness upon the world, Thus 
over and over again her life came-to what 
seemed a dead, blank standstill. But God 
was leading on. 

The publication of this life-story lays a 
heavier burden of responsibility upon Amer- 
ica than ever before. It shows, in a light 
new to some of us, what those who live in 
non-Christian lands think of our land as a 
place where Christ rules and where all love 
and serve him. It shows what a tragedy of 
disappointment must sweep over certain for- 
eigners as they come eagerly, hopefully to 
these shores and find the facts so different 
from their dreams, Yet it shows also how 
much we as individual Christians may do for 
individual foreigners whenever we may come 
into touch with them here, by revealing 
Christ to them as indeed the greatest reality 
and power in our lives, 

If God has blessed Mrs, Barakat through 
America, he has also richly blessed America 
through her. Living here now, for many 
years, and bringing up her family as a de- 
voted. mother, she has at the same time 
counted herself in Christ a debtor to this 
land, and has so faithfully borne witness to 
the power of Christ that many have rejoiced 
in her. coming into their lives. Her study of 
the Bible also, with her intimate knowledge 
of Bible lands and customs, has- made her 
public work as teacher and lecturer a rich 
revealing of the beauty of the Scriptures. 
And she has long been aggressively com- 
mitted to the national and world-wide fight 
against the organized liquor traffic. 

As one who has been privileged to know 
Mrs, Barakat through the years in close per- 
sonal friendship, it is my joy to record here 
my increasing blessing in that friendship as 

“we have worked and prayed together in 
church and Bible class and home.—From 
the Introduction by Charles Gallaudet 
Trumbull. 


Price, 75 cents 


For sale by booksellers or by the publishers, 
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raised up. When they saw the missionary 
using the ‘jack’ they cried out, *Entete, 
Bulu,’ which means ‘one hundred Bulu 
men.’ It dawned on their minds that this 
little machine was doing the work of one 
hundred men. This is a parable of what the 
gospel is doing in West Africa. In the 
school at Elat the roll numbers 1,200. Esti- 
mated expense for the year 1912-1913, $9,860. 
Estimated receipts on the field, $9, 360, leav- 
ing the amount to be raised in America, 
$500, In addition, in the village schools 
connected with this station, extending out 
14§ miles, all of them taught by native Chris- 
tian lads, there are 4,000 pupils. Cost to the 
American church, nothing. os aid 

ears ago this country was led by savage 
Teosigaantnihe, polygamists, fetich worship- 
ers, ‘The change was wrought, not by our 
school, or hospital, or sawmill, but by the 
divine character of the gospel, Yet we must 
not blind. our eyes to the outward and visible 
evidences in the home, in school, in life. 
This is a missionary exhibit. The gospel, if 
it is proclaimed aright, must change the life 
of the people.’’ 


This is what one Mission Board reports 
this year at the end of its first seventy-five 
years of history: 

**Twehty-six Missions with 162 stations— 
1,081 missionaries with 2,334 native helpers. 
Of the. 636 organized native churches, 177 
are self-supporting. ‘Total church communi- 
cant membership is 115,976. The schools 
number 1,707, with a total of 155,982 pupils. 
Ten printing presses are in. operation, with 
an output for 1911-1912 of 135,963,274 pages. 
The hospitals and dispensaries number 167, 
and treated last year nearly 500,000 patients. 
The total amount of gifts for the year from 
native sources (in gold) for church expenses, 
educational and medical work, and buildings 
and repairs, amounted to $501,192. 

‘The Board of Foreign Missions carries 
on work in the prisons, for the blind, the 

oor, the insane, for soldiers, for lepers; re- 
ief-work of various kinds, -rescue work; sus- 
tains orphanages sind homes for widows, and 
seeks to hasten the fulfilment’ of the com- 
munion of, Christ. which covers all humanity 
and all human need.’’ 








No Medicine 
Bat Change of Food Gave Final Relief 


Most diseases Start in the alimentary 
canal—stomach and bowels. 

A great deal of our stomach and bowel 
troubles come from eating too much 
starchy and greasy food. 

The stomach does not digest any of 
the starchy food we eat—white bread, 
pastry, potatoes, oats, etc.—these things 
are digested in the small intestines, and 
if we eat too much, as most of us do, the 
organs that should digest this kind of food 
are overcome by excess of work, so that 
fermentation, indigestion, and a long 
train of ails result’ 

Too much fat alsois hard to digest and 
this is changed into acids, sour stomach, 
belching gas, and a bloated, heavy feel- 


ing. 

fn these conditions a change frem in- 
digestible foods toGrape-Nuts will work 
wonders in not only relieving the distress 
but in building up a strong digestion, 
clear brain and steady nerves. A Wash. 
woman writes : 

‘‘About five years ago I suffered with 
bad stomach—dyspepsia, indigestion, 
constipation—caused, I know now, from 
overeating starchy and greasy food. 

‘**I doctored for two years without any 
benefit. The doctor told me there was 
no cure forme, Icould not eat anything 
without suffering severe pain in my back 
and sides, and I became discouraged. 

‘‘A friend recommended Grape-Nuts 
and I began to useit. In less than two 
weeks I began to feel better and inside 
of two months I was a well woman and 
have been ever since, 

‘I can eat anything I wish with pleas- 
ure. We eat Grape-Nuts and cream for 
breakfast and are very fond of it.” Name 
given by Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 

Read the little book, ‘‘The Road to 
Wellville,” in pkgs. ‘‘ There's a reason.” 

Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 
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| Children at Home 


The Red Crown 
By Frederick Hall 


ss "HY must we stay in camp?’’ asked 
Joe. It was their first day in the 
mountains, and the six cousins were 
all in a row in front of the redwood cabin which 
for the next two weeks was to be their home, 
**T guess they wanted us to watch things,”’ 
said Josie. : 

as Chy could watch things,’’ suggested 
Wallace. 

Boo Chy was the Chinese boy who cooked 
and washed dishes. 

‘*Surely,’’ said Ethel, ‘‘and I’m tired of 
playing here.’’ 

‘But if it wasn’t just to watch the 
camp—’’ began Wallace. 

**Oh, I think it must have been that,’’ 
said Josie, confidently. 

**Maybe there’s bears in the woods,”’ 
whispered little Frank. ‘* Maybe—’’ 

But the other cousins all shouted in deri- 
sion and it was partly just to show how brave 
they were that they went. 

**You watch camp, Boo Chy,’’ directed 
Agnes, who was the oldest, 

‘* All light,’’ answered Boo Chy, nodding 
and smiling. Boo Chy’s words they did not 
always make out, but they never had much 
trouble understanding him, for he nodded 
and smiled beautifully, and nodding and smil- 
ing are just the same in Chinese as in English. 

*¢ What shall we play ?’’ demanded Josie, 

‘** Explorers !’’ returned Joe. 

**A May Day Party,’’ suggested Ethel. 

‘* But it isn’t May Day,’’ protested Joe, 

‘* Well, we can play it is, can’t we?’’ 
said Ethel. 

The wild flowers were all gone from those 
woods—they would have known that if they 
had been used to Calitornia—but they found 
some beautiful ferns and finally little Frank 
raised a great shout. 

*¢Come quick,’’ he called. 
I’ve found.’’ 

Growing near the ground, in a thicket of 
underbrush, were bright little leaves, red as 
candle flame, and they picked as fast as they 
could and carried them to Agnes, who plaited 
a beautiful crown of them, mixed with the 
fern fronds. Josie they chose May Queen, 
because she was the littlest girl cousin. Wal- 
lace put the crown on her head; they all 
danced around her singing; and they made 
a procession, with little Frank at the head, 
and carried Josie back to camp. 

Boo Chy stood on the back steps, nodding 
and smiling, but as they came nearer he sud- 
denly did a most surprising thing, he rushed 
at them and with his iron spoon knocked the 
crown off Josie’s head. Then he drove them 
all into the kitchen, poured water into a half 
dozen pans, sprinkled some white powder 
into it and made them all scrub their hands 
and faces. Josie he scrubbed himself and 
scrubbed her hard, and all the time he jab- 
bered excitedly. 

** Why did he do that?’’ demanded Wal- 
lace, when, a little bit frightened, they had 
drawn off by themselves, 

**I didn’t want him to wash my face that 
way,’’ protested Josie, tearfully. 

‘*T heard him say ‘ velly bad’ ”’ said Ethel. 

**Maybe he meant we ought not to have 
left camp,’ suggested Agnes. Her con- 
science, you see, was a year the oldest. 

When the fathers and mothers returned, 
Boo Chy, with the red wreath—still on the 
end of the iron spoon, met them and began 
once more to jabber. 

** How is this?’’ asked Uncle George of 
the cousins. 

They had listened with dismal forebodings. 
Now Agnes, being the oldest, told the story. 

** When we had said not to leave camp !’’ 
exclaimed Agnes’s mother. ‘I’m afraid 
some one will have to be punished.’’ 

‘*7’m afraid the punishment is already 
begun,’’ said Uncle George and he was right. 

Next morning Agnes’ fingers were all 
blistered and sore, poor hittle Josie’ could 
hardly see out of her eyes and it was almost 
time to leave camp before the face of a sin- 
gle cousin looked like the face of a healthy, 
happy child. They had learned two valua- 
ble lessons though: one that it is always 
safer to mind fathers and mothers, : 

The other lesson was that those bright, 
flamé-colored leaves were poison oak. 
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slight delay vexatious? 
Do youworry about trifles? 
Nervousness undermines 
health, destroys personal 
an lifea en. 
- You should treat the cause 
with Scott’s Emulsion which 
erects health from within— 
its concentrated nourishment 
feeds the nerve-centers by 
distributing energy and power 
all over the body. . 
It is not a stimulant, but a tonic- 
food without drug or narcotic. | . 
Scott & Bowne, Bloomfield, N. J. 12-121 
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The Students’ Illustrated 
Historical Geography 
of the Holy Land 


By the Rev. William Walter Smith, 
A.B., A.M., M.D. 


Author of ‘‘ The History and the Use 

Book,”’ “* Christian ne,” “The Making of the 

Bible,” “‘ From Exile to Advent,” “ Sunday-school 

‘leaching,”’ “‘ Religious Education,” “The Ageless 
Hymas of the Church,” etc. 

This book is illustrated with about one hundred 


pictures of Bible places and thirty-five maps, many of 
them in colors. 
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of the Prayer 


It is a peguier reading manual and text-book for 
teachers an derey, and an illuminating course of 
lessons for the Sunday-school, to used in the his- 
tory and geography ages. The book is designed for 
extensive use in private study, in supplemental work 
in classes above the elementary grades, and in teacher- 
training classes that desire to do especially careful 
work in the combined fields of history and geography. 
_ One of the special features of this book is a very full 
list of Bible pictures and reference wotks, with definite 
information as to where these can be obtained. 


Price, 75 cents, postpaid 
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ng.to  "* iy . bine a sea- 
Sop. of spiritual wplift-with A visit to Florida's 
most beautiful orange groves andlakes. Attend 
the free Southfield Bible Lectures at Crescent 
City. Profitable, entertaining and extended 
courses of teaching by the greatest Bible teacher, 
Dr. C. I. Scofield, and his associates, Secure 
. prospectus and arrange local entertainment AT 
ONCE by. addressing. the Southfield Secretary, 
Crescent City, Fla. Kindly pass this notice on. 








Attractive 
Calendar 
Values 


The Sunday-School Calendar 
The Home Department Calendar 
The Adult Bible Class Calendar 





And the three calendars differ only in 
the specially designed cover for each 


purpose. 
They all differ from. most calendars, 
, however, in their compact usefulness, 
their low price, and the material on the 
monthly leaves, 

Each leaf ‘bears beautiful quotations 
from poems and prose of helpfulness, 
the Uniform International Lesson loca- 
tion and Golden Text for each Sunaay 
of the month, and a Scripture reading 
for each day of the month. 

‘The calendar measures 5% x8 inches, 
and has a small eyelet at the top, so it 
can be hung up anywhere. ' The cover 
of each is printed in red and black. 

The school calendar for most classes 
or for all; the adult calendar, if you 

refer, for the grown-ups; the Home 

epartment calendar for the member- 
ship at home. 

Ten cents each ; $1.00 a dozen ; $8.00 
a hundred. We pay the postage. TZzhis 
is the inexpensive, good-for-the-year 
gift that many a school or teacher is 
seeking. Thousands sold last year. 
Order promptly. 
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1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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A Man’s Questions na 


Problems in life and conduct that confront men, young or older, or problems 





Discussed by 
bert E. Speer 


troubling wives or mothers or sisters as they seek light and help for men, will 
be considered in this department. Such questions may be addressed to Mr. 
Speer in care of The Sunday School Times. Questions in the field of Bible 
study and Sunday-school work are treated in other departments of the paper. 


Question.—In the little town in which I am 
located there are five churches, the population 
of the town bein 750. This would not be too 
many churches if all were Christians, but as it 
is there are too many. One finds himself 
hampered on all sides. Two of these churches 
have preaching twice a month, one once a 
month, and another not at all. The fifth isa 
German church, and has, I think, regular ser- 
vices. The matter has been one of prayer and 
consideration with me, not so much because 
these conditions are here, but because they 
prevail in most of the small towns in this sec- 
tion. I have noticed Methodists in Presby- 
terian churches and seemingly getting along 
all right, and vice, versa. I have noticed, too, 
in other churches people who were out of their 
fold, so to speak. It has occurred to me that, 
such being the case, there might be some 
atrangement made whereby one church would 
not go into a town if there were another there, 
making the population the deciding nt. 
‘There is an immense waste of money and men 
under the present conditions. 

I am a Presbyterian. Do you think the plan 
I have described feasible to overture the As- 
sembly to endeavor to enter into such relations 
with such denominations as will agree to it ? 


T IS safe to say that the old days of over- 
churching small towns and of competing 
church organizations, and of church 

duplication and waste and friction are nearly 
over. The boards of foreign missions at 
home and their missions on the field are 
working together in ever-increasing har- 
mony. The policy of the Presbyterian Board, 
approved by the General Assembly, is repre- 
sentative of the general attitude of -the for- 
eign missionary organizations of the various 
churches : is 


Believing that the time has cofne‘for a yet 
larger measure of union and co-operation 
in mission work,..the Board would. ask the 
General Assembly to approve its course in rec 
ommending to its missions in various lands (in 
line with the General Assembly's action of 
1887, Minutes, p. 23, having in view building 
up independent national churches holding to 
the Reformed doctrine and the Presbyterian 
polity) that they encourage as far as practica- 
ble the formation gf union churches, in which 
the results of the mission work of all allied 
evangelical churches should be gathered, and 
that they observe everywhere the most generous 
principles of missionary comity ; and, further, 
it is hy = 3 that the Board now adopt the state- 
ment of policy prepared by its Special Com- 
mittee on Policy and Methods, and submitted 
to many of the missionaries and approved by 
them, as follows: 

**In the view of the Board, the object of the 
foreign missionary enterprise is not to perpetu- 
ate on the mission field the denominational 
distinctions of Christendom, but to build up on 
Scriptural lines, and according to Scriptural 
—- and methods, the kingdom of our 

rd Jesus Christ. Where church union can- 
not be attained, the board and missions will 
seek such divisions of territory as will leave as 
large districts as possible to the exclusive care 
and development of separate agencies. It is 
believed that in other regards missionary 
comity should be given large range : (1.) Sala- 
ries of native workers should be so adjusted 
among missions as not to introduce an element 
of dissatisfaction among the workers of any 


| mission, or to tempt them away from the mis- 


sion with which they are connected. (2,) Each 
mission and the churches connected therewith 
should recognize the acts of discipline of other 
missions and the churches connected with them. 
(3) In co-operative educational work, and espe- 
cially where the schools of one mission train 
helpers for other misaions, the latter should 
tender some compensatory service. (4) Print- 
ing establishments are in many missions re- 
quired by the missionary work. Such should 
not be unnecessarily duplicated. ‘The printing 
establishment of one mission should, if possi- 
ble, be made to serve the needs of all others in 
the same territory. (5) A hospital invariably 
opens wide opportunities for evangelistic work. 
Until these are properly utilized, it is not judi- 
cious or economical to establish other hospitals, 
the results of whose establishment will be to 
multiply further unutilized spiritual opportuni- 
ties. (6) Fellowship and union among native 
Christiats of whatever name should be encour- 
aged in every possible way, with a view to that 
unity of all discipies for which our Lord prayed, 
and to which all mission effort should contrib- 
ute.”’ 


There may be some who are not prepared 
to go quite as far as that, but nevertheless, 





as a matter of fact, the work of the evangel- 
ical churches is really one work on the for- 
eign field. Ot, 

And at home there is the same increasing 
spirit of co-operation. The Boards of Home 
Missions also have their annual conference, 
together with a permanent Home Missions 
Council, and they are working earnestly to- 
gether to terminate just such situations as 
you have described. Last year a Commis- 
sion from the Home.Boards visited various 


_ Western states to study the problem, and in 


many places adopted measures looking to 
the consolidation of churches and the in- 
creased efficiency of the work. It will be a 
slow process in many places where old or- 
ganizations have become fixed, but the home 
mission agencies are resolved to bring in a 
new day. This purpose is well expressed 
by Dr. Herring, Secre’ of the Congrega- 
tional Home Missionary iety, in the sec- 
tion which.,he wrote for the report of the 
Cominission on Missions . presented at the 
Congress of the-Men and Religion Forward 
Movement, in April, 1912: 


Small towns, east and west, are too often 
over-churched, obedient to the demand of the 
sectarian: spirit, this spirit being often backed 
by missionary money. Nor is this evil confined 
to English-speaking white people,. Immigrant 
communities bring to our shores their old-world 
sectarian divisions, which dre sometimes aug- 
mented by sécts ‘indigenous to the soil. Even 
the negro is divided and subdivided until his 
isms are as numerous as those of. his white 
brother. The vicious results of such sectarian 


: pftolee 4 are not chiefly in the ae of ork 
_althoug! shes ious, but.in. the waste of life. 
The pS at shorn of power 


because he can have no fair and, free field in 
which to build ‘broadly for his Master. ‘Earnest 
men and women in ‘the ‘focal chutch are de- 
ressed and sometimes soured by the incessant 
tiction of denominational zeal. ‘The sweetness 
and joy and forward swinging impulse die out 
of church life. ‘The field fies fallow, and rank 
growths of fanaticism or godlessness spring up. 

Ths picture is a dark one, and your Commis- 
sion would scarcely have heart to present it 
were there not clear and growing omens of a 
far better day in view. In every part of the 
foreign field movements aré on foot for closer 
relations. In many of them, different missions 
have been merged in a single native church. 
The great majority of foreign missionaries are 
keenly alive to the necessity of federated effort, 
and there are few administrators of foreign 
boards who are not in one degree and another 
seeking to subordinate all lesser interests to the 
supreme and unified idea of the Kingdom. A 
similar movement, beginning later, is gaining 
rapid headway in home mission ranks. The 
Home Missions Council, representing fifteen 
leading denominations, is increasingly a clear- 
ing-house and bond of union for the home mis- 
sion organizations. A concerted survey is now 
being made, under this Council's auspices, of 
fifteen states in the far west, looking to the care 
of unchurched communities and the elimina- 
tton of sectarian overlapping in places already 
occupied. It may therefore be said truthfully, 
and with emphasis, that on both sides of the 
sea the situation is full of promise. 





estion.—What is the doctrine of the Sev- 
enth-day Adventist Church, and what argu- 
ments would you use against it? Is it the same 
as Judaism ? 

HE Seventh-Day Adventists believe in 
observing Saturday as the Sabbath, 
but that is only one part of their belief. 

Their system involves an elaborate exposition 
of prophecy which loses the ordinary Chris- 
tian in mazes of imagery, and the spirit of it 
is.a spirit of unbridled proselytism. The 
Adventists go all over the world working 
very little among non-Christians, but per- 
verting members of other churches wherever 
they cando so. There are many devout and 
earnest people among them, but their doc- 
trine is not the doctrine of the New Testa- 
ment. It is what Paul would certainly call 
a Judaizing doctrine. You will find a dis- 
cussion of it in Canright’s ‘‘Seventh-Day 
Adventism Renounced’’ (Revell, cloth, $1 ; 
paper, 60 cents, And in the tract by the 
same author entitled ‘‘ Adventism Refuted 
in a Nutshell ’’ (Revell, 25 cents for a pack- 
age of ten), 
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The Fingers of the Spirit-Hand 
(Continued from page 729) 


For prayer is more than asking, though it 
is that. It is more than pleading and claim- 
ing, though it includes these. _ It is the put~ 
ting of one’s self in simple fall touch of 
heart and spirit and life with our Lord. 

That close touch of our spirit with his is 
the very heart of prayer. It is not a matter 
of feeling that it is so, but of Anowing that 
when we go to meet him he comes to meet 
us (Matt. 6:6; Exod, 33: 9) I go alone 
to pray. He is here by my side.’ From him 
there comes into me new life, new strength, 
new cleansing, new stimulu$ ; body and brain 
and spirit all come under the influence of 
that wondrous Presence, As we practise 
yielding more to him, we become more open 
to him, and more comesin. The sun is givin 
all of itself out to all the earth, but eac 
plant and flower gets only what it takes; 
the grass takes green, the rose red, the oak 
its sturdy strength, and the lily its beauty. 
The Master is giving all of himself out to 
each df us, but we get only what we take in 
or allow to come in. 

Then there’s the other side: through our 
prayer (and the life back of the prayer), he 
goes out through us. We become the hu- 
man channels through which Ae goes out to 
touch and bless those persons and things we 
pray for. There is no power apart from our 
crucified and risen Lord Jesus. He goes 
out into the life as it goes its humble round ; 
out into the voice, gently or earnestly speak- 
ing about whatever it may speak about. He 
himself goes into the bit of service done in 
his name. It is himself that gives the »pe- 
culiar subtle power to the gold whose red 
tint tells of one’s own life-blood given out. 

This is the meaning of prayer, This is 
the one'secret of power. We simply become 
that through which he manifests himself. 
And this is the whole meaning of that much- 
talked-about, little-understood thing calle 

ierced, now  glory-crowned, ane 

et ame is power, and only fliis. All 
pone has been | Boke ; 
him. Alt 
he is allowed 
im, through us, 


Changing Things 

Now this praying is to be for a world. 
Let the outer round of life be what it 
may, in the good providence of God, a car- 
penter-shop, or a tent-maker’s, a fishing-boat 
with mended nets, or a shepherd’s crook, 
schoolroom, office, kitchen, or well-appointed 
home where many circles intermingle. Let 
it be lived to his glory, by his grace, that the 
radiance of his unseen presence may not be 
missed by those we touch. 

Then let there be the Quiet Time, when 
you go to meet with him, It must be planned 
for. It is usually very difficult to get, and 
yet more difficult to keep as a habit. Lut a 
difficulty is a chance for a victory. Get alone 
daily with him. Try hard to do it when you 
are freshest in body and mind. It may be in 
the early hour before the sun has yet gotten 
to you, before the day’s noise begins. That’s 
the choice time. It may be at the day’s 
close that you try to quiet down for a fresh 
touch. If it be the first it is pretty sure to 
include a bit of the second. 

Here is the Book which he watches so 
jealously (Jer. 1 : 12) that no word of it shall 
ever fail (John 10: 35). Here is a little 
map or globe of the world for which he died, 
and for which [am asked to live. Put the 
Word of God and the world of God side by 
side ; the one he himself gave, the other he 
gave himself for. 

There’s a moment of ‘prayer. Then a 
time of listening to his voice in his Word; 
; then the bit of prayer, personal, for the loved 
| ones, for the heart’s desires (Psa. 37 : 4); 
then out for some part of Aés world. ‘To-day 


















: play in our lives ; ftom 
out to 


is world. 


China, and so on around the earth you may 
go each week. 





And things are changed. They are chang- 
ing some as you pray. And the Master’s 
| heart is gladdened. You have helped (John 

15 : 16). His expectation will be realized 
| and his heart satisfied sooner. 
This is the spirit-hand each one of us has 
—the life, the voice, service, gold, and prayer. 
| With it we can reach out around’the world 
| and change things for him who diéd that they 
might be changed. He asks us to do this. 
His earnest voice comes anew these epoch- 
making, twentieth-century days, callimg earn- 
estly, ‘‘ Lend a hand.”’? Let us do it. 
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